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Naked Truth, 
THE 
FOURTH PART. 


Titus. 

Everend Tim, well met; 1 have thought long for a little ſeriqus dif 
courſe with thee 3 and now opportunity favours me: Come, here*” 
a convenient Arbour, let's fit down and enjoy one another one quar- 
ter of an hour. 

Tim, Enjoy one another ! prithee, I can't enjoy my ſelf. 

Tit. Bleſs me! What doſt mean? 

Tim. | meanl can't, I won't talk. 

Tie. I confeſs you have ſome ill ſymptoms upon you are you not well, Sir ?!—— 
Tim. No, not fo well as I would be. # | 

Tit, Why, who, or what would you be? : 

' Tim. I would bea Biſhop, Dean, Archdeacon, or a fat Paſtor at leaſt. _— 

" Tit. I commend thee Tim ; as tad as thou art, Ifce thou wilt wiſh no harm to thy 

ſelf. And though l never reckoned thy Stars ſo lucky, as tocxalt thee to a Biſhoprick 

or Deanary, yet were it not that thy threadbear Caſſock and ſuperannuated Beaver 
ſvit it not, 1Hfhould have thought a luſty Parfonage,or plentifully endowed Vicaridge 
had been thy lot long ere this. | 

Tim: No in truth, no ſuch plumbs will fall in my diſh; 

Tit, Where lies thy misfortune ? Lo | 

Tim, In my Conformity, which.is too ſcanty ; yet I khow not any pidilie requi- 
ted, wherein I have fail'd. | 

3. Fail'd ! no, thou art ſo perfeAly innocent in this matter, that if thou wilt call 

tne before the Biſhop, I will witneſs for thee, 

Tim. Witneſs! what wil you witneſs ? 

Tit, That which, it any thing, will do you a kindneſs, and help you to your deſt- 
red prefermenr. | 


Tim. What's that ? 
Tit. In ſhort, 1 can teſtifie (verbo Sacerdotis), that thou art ſo far from being des 


feRive, that thou art redundant, out-doeſt the a for Confotmity itſelf in Praftice, 
and many of the 3g. Articles in Doftrine. 
Tim. Good Mr. Titxs, you make my heart leap within me z I ſhould begin to be 
proud of my ſelf, if you would but explain your meaning. 
Tit. Nay, not too proud Tim neither 3, for you are not the only man doth this; 
there are many, too many ſuch Canformiſts, beſides you. 
Tim. Good ſtill; The more the xrerrier. | 
Tit. True, but the fewer the better cheer- | 
Tim. Well, but your meaning : You ſay, I (and ſome others) out-do the very A& 
of Conformity in Praftice, and many of the 39. Articles in Doftrine, —— Your 


meaning now ? | ; 
Tit. That is, in plain Engl;ſh, you uſe thoſe Cetemonies which the AR for Unifor- 


mity 'enjoyns not; and preach fuch Do&rines 2s the Articles of our Church (the 

ftanding Rule next the Scriptures for our preaching) allow noz. This do you, and 
many more of our brethren in the Church, 

Tim, "Tis eaſily faid, but how do you prove it ? P% 

A 2 it; 


© 4) 
Tir, The thing proves it ſelf, only by havigg reconrſe to the Act,and to the Articles, 
andcomparing what you do and fay with theie touchſtones, But before we meddlewith 
Pproof;let ie ask thee a queſtion or two Tim, and prithee anſwer me ſeriouſly ; come, 
h:re*5mo boty hears but thee and l. Firſt,didſt thou ever peruſe the Act of Uni- 


tormity ? Tim, Never in all my life : wbat need 1? 1 know my duty without 
:ding the AR. Tit, Huge well no doubt ,-—Next, did youefer. for you 
never yet were poſicfied of a Benefice,though you 6ften poſſels the Pulpit for halt an 
hour,,or {@ )3 did you, I ſay, ever ſeriouſly read and conſider the Articles of our 
Church? - Tim, No, neither, Tit. But you have ſubſcribed them, - 
have you not ? Tim. Yes. Fit. And not read them ? 

Tim. No. Tit, A hopeful youth ; I wiſh you were ſingle : ſubſcribe you 


know not what ! and this makes you preach you know not what rile a note beyond 
Ela, and to-out do a your {ovcr brethren, preach down the Dodtrines oi the Church 
you ought to maintain, and deſtroy with your tongue what yow have ſubſcribed to' 
preſerve withryour hand. This makes our enemies on both ſides laugh in their ſleeves, 
» to ſee {ſo many profound Drs, fin for ignorance fake, and ſome for intereſt fake rend in 
peices our very foundations, preach and write contrary to each other, as if the only 
conteſt were, not who ſhall be the honeſteſt and moſt conſcientious, but the greateſt 
Church-man: For go to this Congregation,and there D1.Socinus preaches;to trnatzand: 
there the Reverend efrmines holds forth; to a third, and there the much-admired 
Calvinis reading a Geneva LeQure ; yet all of the Church of England, and all fub- 
{cribers to her Articles. This is fige indeed, don't you think ſo ? ; 

Tim. 1 ſhall rhink-nothing till you come to proye ſomething. | 

Tit. Well remembred : Firſt then | am to prove, that you (and many more of your 
Cue) ule ſome Ceremonies which the A& of Uniformity doth not enjoyn, and con- 
fequently do more than you need, or ſhall have thanks for from our Lawmakers, 

Tim, Ay that, prove that. Tit. Thus then Tim ; That AR requires the 
uſe of no more Ceremonies than are contained and preſcribed in the Book of Common 
. The Atfor Prayer ; if therefore you'uſe any Ceremonies not contained and preſcribed in the 

Uniform. Ca-' Book bf Common Prayer, you ufe more than the AR requires 1 | 

roli 24.14% _ 1.What are thoſe Ceremonies contained and vreſeribed in the Liturgy or Com- 
'mon-Prayer-Book ? "Tir. The Surplice, the Croſs in Baptiſm,and Kneelingat the 
Sacrament of the Lords Supper. — © Tim.Goodman Ninny,and do 1 uſe any more 
than theſe ? Tit, Yes, Goodman Confidence, and more beſides you too. 

Tim. Which be they ? Tit, What think you of bowing at the name of .Je- 
{us, and bowing to or towards the Altar ? Are not theſe as much, and as great Cere- 
monies as either of the former ? Tim, Granted, and as innocent t00« 

Ti. That?s not the caſe, but are they enjoyned ? For if ſaying this or that is an inno- 
cent Ceremony, will juſtific the making and uſe of it,, we may quickly have as many as 
the Church of Rowe her ſelf; and then what's become of our Reformation z-for all her 
Ceremonies are innocent,her ſelf being Judge ? But where, L {ay-again, are theſe 
required? Tim. In'the Liturgy, are they not ? 

Tit. Not in that which my Church-Wardens bought for me ; and they tell me, they 
areſure they bought the neweſt Edition. Tim, I'le proteſt you've ſtunded me z 
Ple conſider of it. Tit, Confider it ! be aſhamed of it; for you tranſgreſs the 
Law as much in adding to, as in taking from what'is contained and preſcribed in the 
Book of Common Prayer : for the A ecftabliſheth that,and no other;the Ceremonies 
therein containcd,and no more. For your fuller ſatisfaion read the words of the AR 
in this point ; they are theſe, —eLnd be it further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
that no form or order of Common-Prayers, adminiſtration of 8 acraments, Rites or Cere- 
monies(mark that)ſhall be openly uſed in any Church,Chappel,or otber publick, place of, or 
in any Colledg or Hall in either of the Univerſities, &c. other than what is preſcribed and | 
_—_—_ to be uſed in and by the ſaid Book(note that alſo). And left once mentioning of 
this ſhonld not be ſufficient, you have aftterwards(when the ſaid Book, with the Pray- 
erg,Rites and Ceremonies preſcribed and appointed by it, is named) theſe words (and 
no other ) again repeated. — What think you now Tim ? 

Tim:l think bowing towards the Altar, and bowing at the name of Jeſus are works 
of ſupererogation, and not at all meritorious; For the AQ ſeems not only not to en- 
joyn them, but to forbid them, in as much as they are no where contained in the ſaid 


Book. Tit, Thus you give offence, and become a ſcandal to- weak brethren 
where you need not, nay in things you ought not, Tim, I ſee it, and m_ 
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fall avoid it for the future, and ſhall endeavour, my brethren of the Clergy about me ; 
way do the ſame. Ti. I wiſh they may.” But there is that which is far worſe 
than all this. Tim, What ſhould that be, brother Tits ? 


Tit. Thank you Sir, for that friendly title ; I wiſh we of the Clergy were all true 
brethren in heart and deed; that we might all ſpeak and do the fame things,as our Rule 
requires: | am pleaſed,] {ay,with this exprefſion of amity,and *twill make me the more 
free in my talk with you, as well as ſerious. Tim, The more free the more 
grateful; for you have gained upon me by your plain dealing and ſtrong arguments. 
Go on brother,with whatiyou were abont to ſay was worſe than the addition of thoſe 
Ceremonies. Tit,” Tis this,brother, That many of our publick Preachers, ſome igno- - 
: rantly, ſome (I fear) deſignedly, oppoſe and preach down-the very Articles of our 
Church, which they have ſubſcribed,and which we all are bound to maintain and keep 
cloſe to, which hath been matter of great grief 'to me to conſider. . Tim, But 
ſurely there are none do this. Ti. As ſure as you are there,too many 3 and, if 
1 miſtake not,you for onezand that too oft. — Tw.l am not conſcious to m 
felf I do, or ever did. . Tit, 1 confeſs I have fo much charity as to think ſo, and 
that your fin isa fin of ignorance, becauſe you ſaid but now,you never read the Articles. 
Though | muſt tell you, 7:w,*tis vincible ignorance; for that you have not read then), 
is your own fault. — Tim, No | profels, they are fo ſcarce to be got, that 1 
know not where to have them 3 and I withal ſo ſhort of money, that I know not how 
to purchaſe them. Ti. To remove this obſtacle, and cure your ignorance in 
ſome meaſure, here they are : I hope you can read as well as preach. 

Tim. Yes, yes, lamnot fo ignorant neither; pray let me fee them, 

Tit, Held, not withour Conditions. + | Tim, What are they? 

Tit. Nay, reaſonable enough : Firſt, that you will tay ſo long here as to read them 
over deliberately z and Secondly,admit of a-ſhort debate, as we paſs along, upon ſoate 
of themzand then tell me,whether I do any wrong tg you and many others,in ſaying, 
that your Do&rines and theirs do not admirably well agree with them : For 1meddfe 
only with thoſe that have ſubſcribed, yet do not keep to them. Tim. All this 
is highly reaſonable,and I readily yeild tot. Ti.Begin then, and read care- 
fully, not haſtily — | 


Article 1. 

Tim. There is but one living and true God,everlaſting,without body,parts,or paſſions ;, of 
infinite power ,wiſdow and goodneſs,the maker and preſerver of all things both viſible and 
inviſible. And in unity of this Godhead there be three per ſons,of one ſubſtance, power ard 
eternity, the Father, the Son and the holy Ghoſt. 

Tit. Hold now;what think you of this Article ? Twm. Mighty well, ſound 
and good, and ne body ſtrely\+but betieve and approve it; both in part andjin whole, 

Tit. | am afraid notzhow elſe come you(and many others)to diſcourſe ſometimes a» 
gainſt,and deride what is contained in 11?I don*r mean the being of a God;for tho? ſome 
in their works (and with David”s fool in their hearts) fay there is no God ; yet I know 
you dare not do it in words. But that which is next door by, they dare and do ſay. 

Tim. What's that ? Ti, That there is no Providence: | 

Tim. Admit it,wherein doth that croſs this Article,that hath not a word of Provi- 
denceinit? I don't fee but a man may think fo, and yet ſafely ſubſcribe this Article. 

Tit.Right,*tis what I'expeRted,and doubtlels there are many of your judgment; but 
what if | prove a Divine Providence governing the world, and all that there isz and 
after that, ptove too, that this firſt Article of our Church plainly afferts ir? 

Tim. Then | ſhall ſay, never underſtood it. Tie. A worthy ſatisfa&tion for 
your grols, wilful ignorance, and the great miſchief you have thereby done to the 
Chriſtian Religion,and the Church of God eſtabliſhed amongſt us.Tell me,whart think 

ou of thoſe words of our Saviour, Not 4 Sparrow falls to the ground without" your , _ 

ather and the hairs of your head are all numbered? 1 think this bids fair to prove a 1.25307 

proteQing, preſerving,difpoſmg providence,and that not only as to the great changes | 

and revolutions in Kingdoms and Nations,but even as to ſmaller matters,ſuch as relate 
to you,and mezand every man nay,to the very beaſts and birds. And he thar ſhall feri. 
ouſly conſider the workings of God now in the world,and even in thar ſpot of it which 
we inhabit; and think how the wiſe and profound Polititians of Rowe are baffted' in 
their enterpriſes,and deteRed in their helliſh Plots and Counſels,even- beyond their ex- 
peRation or belief, muſt either put out the eye of his Reaſon, or elſe he cauft needs ſee 
and adore a ſpecial hand of Providence aCting for us to admiration —What prevented 
the further Jeligned milchicf from taking place; when London was putin _— pro- 
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, vidence did not ? How came the late (as well as former) Popiſh Plot againſt King, the 
Kingdom,our Religion and Lives,to light,but by providence?In a word 7s, think,& 
then ſay, what was the ſafeguard of our preſent gracious Sovereign in many battels, 
when divers fell on his right band andleftzin ſundry purſuits,and in foreign Countries, 
and what reſtored him to his Rights,Crowns and people without the leaſt oppoſition, 
and with an univerſal conſent,and unheard-of acclamations of joy,but wonderful pro- 
vidence? Certainly there was as great a Concatenation of providences in his preſcrva- 
tion and return, asin the fall and riſe of Foſepb (God give his Majeſty an heart to re- 
member and improve it! )or in Job's, David's cale,or any recorded in holy Writ 1 can- 
not therefore diſapprove the ingenuous return of a Scholar coming for Orders, and 

being asked by his Poſer,how he proved a providence,anſwered(it being quickly after 
the Kings Reſtauration), redeunte Carols. And certainly wanted we other inftances, 
thats ſufficient and high enough alone. Tim, This is ſomething, but not enough. 

Ti.Enough ſurcly to any but an Epicurean. Tem, An Epreurean,what's that? 

' Call meno hard namesf you do,you'll move my Choler. Ti.1 ſhall be forry 

for that; but if I ſhould, Ple endeavour to make you amends, by laying it again. 

. Timw.Tell me then,why do youcall me Epicurean? Tit.Becaulc 1 take you 
to be one of Epicwras his Scholars. Tim.Epicurus / who's he ? *Slid ! this is in- 
ſufferable, Epicurus,and Epicurean! — Farewel Sir, Ple have no more of this, 

Tie,Patience man a little,and hear who this Epicurus was 4 He was acertain ancient 

Gentleman, Tutor to Mr.obbs,whom I ſuppoſe you well knew. 

Tim. Y ou have abated my heate a little,by naming that perſon, worthy Mr. Hobbs, 


profound, non-ſuch Mr. Hobbs. Ti, I knew how to nick you ; I knew you are 
well acquainted with his works. Tim. Huge well; I have read them all,and de- 
light ro read them, 7:4.More than to read the old doting Fathers,the crabbed 


: Schoolmen, or any modern Divine, not to ſay the Scriptures themſelves ? 
Tas, I think he that reads Hobbs,reads all that is to bercad,can be read,or is worth 
the reading.But what is all this to Epicuran ? Tu, You miſtake 7im,'tis Epicu- 
rean ; and the ſhort is this, Mr. Hobbs denies a providence,he learned it of Epicarss;you 
deny a providence, being taught ſo of Mr. Hobbs ; and fo you are cither an Epicarear 
or an Hobbsſt,which you pleate 7:7, Though I tiled you after the firſt as being the more 
ancient, and fo I thought the more honourable. Tim, Well, if this be all 
you mean by Epicureas, I ſhall ownit for Mr. Hobbs his fake, and am of his opinion, 
and ſhall be, notwithſtanding what you have urged Ti.I am ſorry for it 5 
but if what I have inferred from the words of Chriſt prevail nat, what think you of 
the opinion of a grave Divine and good Chriſtian ? Tims,l don't know,who 
is it ? Tit, One that no doubt underſtood the Articles of our Church very 
wellz hear what he faith, and you will judge who I mean 
O ſacred Providence, who from end to end, 
Strongly and ſweetly moveſt ' ſhall I write, 
And not of thee, through whom my fingers bend 
To hold my Quill ? (hall they not do thee right ? 
Of all the Creatures — T:w. Hold,here's enough,'tis Herbert,but little to my 
convition. Tit, | was afraid ſoz but will you be determin'd by a whote Church ? 
Tim. Now you come cloſe, could you but tind a whole Church owning this. 
Tie. I thiok *cis no hard matter. Tim. What Church, and where | pray ? 
Tit. The Church of Englaxd,and in this very Article you have now read, and that in 
theſe words, —Ther e 6s but one living and true God, JAaker and Preſerver of all 
things.Now how rag $ grant God to be the Preſerver of all things to this very mo- 
ment,and not allow of Providence ? —And to aſſure you this is her meaning,the pray + 
ers of our Church arc anſwerable to her faith, v. Coll. for the Srb Sunday after Trim, 
Whoſe never failing Providence &c. Tim. Preſerver !I profeſs *tis ſo,Preſerver and ne- 
wer failing Providence!lnever mindedit before, This has fomewhat in it to your purpoſe 
more'than I have noted. Te .Something in*t!for ſhame 7aw,knock under: what, 
ſubſcribe ſuch an Article as this, and to the ule of ſuch a prayer as this, and yet deny 
Providence? Maſt God preſerve the world,and yet not be at the leaft concerncd in any 
thing done in the world ? O nonſenſe ! Rupidity ! the very Heathen ſpoke mare like 
Divines and Chriſtians than you,and the reſt of your Atheiftical gang. Hear what once 
of them ſaith (and he none of the beſt neither ), Seneca I mean, who callerh God, the 
Keeper and Governonr of the whole world;a mind,s ſpirit,the Lord and Artificer(or Cre- 
ator of all the world), be to who w every nawe agreeth Will you call bim fate ? Tow will 
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ay rielt;, for bybus counſel the worldss provided,and taken care forgthat it remains feady, Cuſtodem,Re: 
9, rk Los operations ——Thus he, And Da-pleſſis, Lord of Meorney, in his porh Qoremq = 
of the trueneſs of Chriſtian Religion, ch, 13. ſhewerh, that Providence is abundantly own- verfi, animum 
ed by Plato, Plotinus, Hierocles, Ariſtotle, Cicero and others, And it ſhort, none but ſome of & ſpiricum, 
the moſt ſenſual and brutifh Epicxreans, ever ſo much as called this in queſtion. _mundani hu 


minum & Artificem, cui nomen omine convenit. Vis lum farum.yocare 7Non errabis.Hic «ft, ex eG 
omnia, cauſa cauſarum. Vis illum Provideatiamdicere >, Ree dices. Eft.eaim cujus _— £0 uſps fon 
tur,ut in incoacuſſus cat,& aus ſuos cxplicet, Sex. 4ts 2u. ls 2. Cap. 45. 
Tim, And luppole, they do, Waat ill canſequence can follow upon it? Tir, Many 
and ſad ones, tho* perhaps otherwile in your opinion ;, for tirſt, you hereby deny God's 
Mercy, Wildom and Goodnels, in that you ſuppoſe him to take no care at all off orre- 
gard to the numberleſs number'of creatures that he hath made, Next,you abridge him 
of his Soveraignty, and take his Prerogativefromhim, which' is this, To pre 2 good 
and evil as he pleafeth 3 1s there evil in the City and 1 have rr done it, ſaith the Lord? Ainos, 
Nay, you do in effett deny his being, and ungod him,, to ſuppoſe him to fit like 
an old ms idle in png; ._ nee AM, what is. done here below. Another 
{ad conſequence is, that all the figns in Heayen, Comets , Blazingeſtars, all heavy and 
ſore Judgtnents upon Kingdoms in general,. as War,. Plague, Fire, Fagtine, Ggrite no- | 
thing z with all perſonal calamity aad affliftions: An1 that all good as well as evil comes Pompis. 
by chance and fortune z that God. hath:no tiand or providente-in the diſpenſation 
of either , Conſequently all ground and''reaſon of Thitkfolneſs or Humiliation 
towards God vaniſh:th, fiice his nr Jt6H2 owned cithEr in the good we receive, 
or the the evil that we ſuffer What think'you of theſe things? Tim. Theſe 
are ſad indeed, Tie. Yet true and natutal Inferences from. your Dofrine; and if 
ou would ſpeak out, you muſt ownitz _ As@Diviae of our Church once did, whea 
mg exhorted by a Perſon of Quality to give,God thanks for his good Providence ia 
raiſing him to ſuch a Prefermeat,, replied to this purpoſe, Providence { (faith he) thank. 
wy and wl Friends,for without theſe ] bad gone without tt, for all Providence. Are not 
theſe truſty Lads to their Subſcriptions of the Articles!) = Tiw. Enough of this,Sir,l 
havedone: Let us go on tothenext,— Artic. 2. : «i 
The Son, which is the Word of the Father, begotten from everlaſting of the Father the very 
and Eternal God of one ſubſtance with the Father took menr nature in the Womb of thi bleſſed 
'Virgin, of ber ſubſtance ;, ſothat two whole and perfet | atures, that it to ſay, the Godhead 
and Manhood were joyned together in one perſon never to be divided ywhereof is one Chriſt, 
veryGod and very man,who truly ſuffered was crucified, dead a4 buried,to reconcile bis Fe 
ther to ud, and to be 4 ſacrifice nat only for Original guilt;hut alſo for attual ſans of men, 
Tit. This is another Article you and I have tublcribed ro, and profeſs to own, and 
have promiſed to maintain, Tim, And good reaſon; for I fee nothing in it bug 
what is {ound and Orthodox and he deſerves not the name of a Chriſtian that ſays 
otherwiſe. 7ie. | am of your min1; yet I fear you have crackel ſome part of is mn, 
your elaborate diſcourſes ex tempore. To try you, I will only crave your Opinion of 
onelittle branch of it > Whar think you of Original Sin? _ Tim, | take it to be only 
a privation of Original Righteouſneſs, Tit. Now I know whereabouts you are 4 You 
are one of thoſe ſubtil Gentlemen, who ſubſcribe the Articles of the Church of England, 
and when you have done, preach the Dofrines of the Church of Rome, and Canons of 
the Council of Trexe, This is very pretty! a Popiſh Prieft may do as much, Bux we Council of 
will debate farther on this in its proper place, under Artic. g. which ſpeaks: as plain Trent, Scfl, 5. 
Engliſh in this point, as ever Article did; —Go on therefore to the next. Artic 3, £326 
Tim. eA: Chriſt died for us, and was buried : ſo alſo it is to be believed, that he went 
down into Hell. | | 
Tit. Here is ſomething in this Article will take up a little more of our time than ordi> 
nary, becauſe it is a matter ofjweight,and what I know you and I much differ in? Tim, 
What can that be? *tis all mighty plain to me. Tie. No doubt, ſince you never read 
it before ; but when you have conſidered it as oft and throughly as I have done,perhaps 
you may heſitate as well as |, in what ſenſe we are to take the latter part of it, viz. S# 
alſo it i to be believed, that be went down into Hell, Pray what is your ſenſe of it? and 
how do you teach people to underſtand it ? Tim, That Chriſt did perſonally and 
locally go down into Hell, that is, into the place or ſtate of the damned,ro ſuffer there; 
to conquer and overcome the Devils in their place of reſidency, and to free thoſe Souls 
that were detained in Hell till Chrift's deſcenſion thither. Tie. / know ſome of the 
Ancients,and all the Papiſts are of this opinion; yet I confeſs 'tis not clexr to me,nor do | find ao ou 


| fonto think our Church intends this ſenſe in her Article. And if you will hve patience with me; 


give you my Reaſons for it, Tim,I will exerciſe whar patience Ican;byr pray be brief. Tir. As brief 
as the weight of the matter will give me leaye. To explain the Termg of the Article a little {ae wen 
down,or deſcended]: To deſcend, 1s properly to go down by bodily motion from 2a higher p w tos 

| Wer. 


(8 


lower:But in a borrowed ſenſe,or ſpecch;it ſignifies a change of ſtate, ſrom berteres wotſe,from great- 


er to meaner,as /ſa.47.1.Come down(or deicend),and ſit is 1ve dſt,0 virgin daughter of Babylon imo Hel): 


The word here Engliſbed Hel,in the Hebrew is Sheal,in Greek a Ins: And this I find is taken four Ways 
in<cripture;For the grave,or place of the dead, 1, King 2.6.For the power of death,or ſtare of the dead, 
appoiared to all men,geod and bad.as F/al. 89.48.For extreme humiliation or abaſemenr,or ſuch ſor- 
row and pains as may be compared to helliſh ſu erings,1 Sem.2 .6,Pſal.18.5.and for the place and ſtate 

of the damned, Luke 18.” 3.4y fy and when he was 1n Hell. Now in which of theſe tenſes do you rake 

it > © Tim. In the laſt;as withour doubr our Chiireh intends tw. Tir. That is,not in any,or all the three 

firſt, viz. the grave, the power of 'dearh;br'extrtme abafement and helliſh ſufferings, bur in the lat, 

namely,that Chiiſt deſcended into the place of the damned, ſuffered in the ſame flames wherein the rich 
man cries out he was tormented, and wherein theDevils themſclves and damned Spirits have fuffered, 

do and ſhall ſuffer for ever. | Tom. Yes, Libelieye ſo,and ſhall neyer belieye otherwife. Tit. Perhaps 

you'may, whea you have heard what I have to ofter tothe contrary, which now follows : 1. It is nor 

clearly recorded(as all other, parts of ounBgket are in Holy Scripture,that Chriſt did locally and per- 

ſonally defcend into the place and ſtate pf the damned : For the word « Sus taken in this (enfe, occurs 

bur once in all the New Teſtament, viz.LZuk. 16,33. which is not ſpoken of Feſw,but of Dives Nor doth 

the word there ſignific the place 6f the damncd,tfrom the force or propriety of it,but From the circum- 

ftanees which arc there nored:For Drves fg, got ſimply ſaid to be iy #&n, in inferno, ſeu Gebenna, bur in 

torments and flames, Moreover the Eyangehſt, who have profefſedly deliyered to us the who'e Hiſtory 

of our Sayicur,from his-Incarnation to hivAſtcnfion, haye not made the leaſt mention of his deſcenti- 

on into Hell in this fenſe, |: cd 34 

Tin.Surely,you are miſtaken, + Th:Diſcover-where;And I cannot conceive they would have 
omitred ic,had Chriſt done ig,orhad it been neceſſicy co ſalyacion to beheye it : Particularly, St. Zube 
writes nothing of it in his Goſpel; in his Preface to which, he tells Theopbilus, That he would write to 
himin order of all thoſe +71 tine, he had perien underſtanding,Zuk.1.3. And St. Paul,rchearſing 
certain chief Heads which he had preached to his Corinthians, mentions the Death, Burial and Reſur- 
reion of Chriſt, but nor'his local deſcenſiog ra the ſtare and place of the damned (which had been a 
fit place and opportunity to have inſerted io, "yet affirms, he had preached what would ſuffice co (al- 
vation,if they were not wanting to themſelyes,  F Cor, 15. 1,20 5. 

Trm, You begin to ſhake-me, when T-rhoughr f had beerrinvincibly ſetled, and unconquerable : 
you give me ſoft words; bur\hard Arguments , have you ary more behind ? for I think long till this 
combat is .cnded> Tit. Yes, 2, I fay further, that if' Chriſt deſcended to the place or ſeat of 
the damned, it was either 1n bi ſoul, which the Scripture teſtifies went the day ( or moment of 
his 7" ae tt Paradiſe, Zuke 23. 43- a place of Joy, not torment; andin the ſame Chaprer he ſaich 
himſelf, He commended his ſoul 1nco the hagg, of his father,in the-ſame ſenſe no doube, that St. Ste. 
pben did after his example. Or clſe in bis Bagh, which we are aſſured by the ſame Iofall:ble Spirit,was 
1g the grave till the third day, the day of his ReſurreQion, at. 12. 40. Or cle in ts Godead ; 
but to attribure deſcenſion to the Godhead is improper, whiich is in all places at one and the ſame 
fime ; nor is the Godhead ſubje to paſſion. How then did he deſcend 2 Tim. Nay, I cagnort par» 
eicularize them, but ſurely it was neceflary he ſhould do ſo.» Tit. Doubtleſs then it was done, for 
Chriſt omitted nothing neceſſary to be done or ſuffered, in order to the great redemption he was ſent 
to accomplith,Burt as the Scripture doth not clearly affirm ir,ſo to me it ſeems not of abſolute neeeſ- 
fity,in order to our redemption, that our ſureryſhould deſcend to the place of the damned ,and ſuffer 
there. | . Tim. What are your reaſons for this opinion?  Tit.Becaule the place of ſuffering is bur a 
circumſtance. Hel), the place of the damned, is no part of the debt Chriſt was to pay; nor ſuffering 
there locally,any part of payment, that we read of in the Goſpel. As the ſurety may fatisfie the cre- 
ditor in any place appointed for payment,or in open Court; which being done, the debtor and ſurety 
are both acquitted, and need not goto Priſon : If they be caſt into Priſon,”tis becauſe they do not 
pay the debe ; for all that Juſtice requires, is the payment of the debt, to which the Priſon is meerly 
extrinſecal. So the Juſtice of God cannor be ſatisfied for the cranſgreſſion of his Yaw,but by the death 
of the ſinner. Now it doth not require, that this be done,or this ſatisfaQtion be made in Priſon, or in the 
place of the damned ; for the wicked go thither becauſe they cannot pay the debt,or make ſatisfaRti- 
on, But our ſurety, Jeſus Chriſt, who undertook the debe for us, hath made ſuch full ſatisfaRion on the 
Croſs,that himſelf faid,jull before he gave up the Ghoſt, Conſummatum eſt,the work was finiſhed. And 
the Apoſtles ſo underſtood Chriſt, which made them aſcribe all ro his ſuffcriog,or co the merit of his 
ſufferings on the Croſs,as ſpoiling of principalities and powers ; by which is meant the power of dark- 
neſs,the Devils, Col.2.15.and the blotting out the hand-writing that was agrinſt us,Col 2:14.0ur reconcilia- 
tion to God, Col.1.20 and tell us,that he is able now to render us untlameable and unreproveable in the 
fight of God, Col 22. Having by that offering of kimſelf, for ever perfefled them that ave ſean#ified, Heb. 
x0.14. And if God is ſatisficd, Mans Redemption JO , and Believers perfeQed by his 
Death, I canſee no neceſſity of the following deſcenfion into Hell, Tim. This is all very rational 
and conyincing, But what makes gre think that our Church doth not underſtand it of a local 
deſcenfion, and require the belief of it as neceſlary to Salvation? Tit. Two things have raiſed in 
me {uch an opinion, viz. 1. Becauſe ſhe doth not here (nor any where elſe that I can find) give any 
ſuch ſenſe,or interpretation vf the words ; which were a very dangerous omiſſion, if the belief of it 
were neceſlary to ſalyation.--- And z. Becauſe in her 8th Article , where ſhe mentions the z. Creeds, 
which the affirms agreeable to Scripture, viz. the Apoſtles, the Athanaſpan and Nicene Creed-(which 
ſhe not only allows,but engoyns the uſe of in herLicurgy or publick Service) ,hath in the laſt of theſe 
left the deſcention of Chriſt into Hel wholly out, which he certainly would not have omitted,but have 
inſerted it here as well az in the Arbexaſien, had ſhe thought the belief of it neceſſary to ſalyation, 
or deligned to bind us to the belict of it ; for this were coxender that Creed imperfe&,whick ſhe al- 
jows as perteR, aud according to Scripture, : Tim. 
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(9) IND ARES 
Tim. Really my Stomach begins to turn ar. a local deſcentiof yer ere,vouran.work a full 
Convetfion, you thuſt' Anſwer an, Objection or two, which I have ſyimming-.inmy Neddle, 
2painſt whar you have Td © I ot fats cenod hab fun 
Tit. Out with them, Tim, and I'le Uo the beſt I canto cleanſe thy Stomach Head too; - 
the latter being C1 fear ) 2s much oppreſſed with j[l Not as the formeriis withill Humours. 
Tim. My firſt O_ is this, The Terrouts 4nd Torments mhich Chraſt Suffered in hus Soul 
upon the Croſs, went Fore bu” Burial, but hs de ſtention into Hell olyws. it m our Creed and. Arti- 
tle : therefore bis deſcention in Hell concerns not theſe Tor ments. <þ - oppo apes 
Tr. Cunningly offersd-; this diſcovers thee ether Kiaye or Fool id Logick,, which you like 
beſt t: for the Minor of on Sylogiſm is faulty ; alledging, Non Cauſa pro Cauſe > o;that for a 
Cauſe which 1$ none. know, SET rn MAE ny © ao a bet ed 
|. In tlic Creed, 6tix Sayiours Delcention into Hell js put after his. Burial, 25, an Wſtration _ 
of what went before tonching his Sufferiogs or Paſſion, leaſt ay Thing ſhould. he derracted. from 
ic, 2nd-n6t tharit was performed after it. - As if ſrhatl been-{aid, He not only ſuffered i; Box 
dy and Dyed,and was laid in the Grave, but alſo ſuffered extream Toxturgs, pau Torments 
in his Soul too, ſuch as made him cry-out ou the Croſs, My Gedy my God, why-haſt thou” forſaken 
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+: Andify6u obſerve it, ( Tim.) you will fitd all along inthe Creed,a Proceſſion in the Paſli- 
on of our Lord, from a leſſer to a greater Suffering :._ from the grief .and. pains of his Body, to 
thoſe of his Soul. Thar he did ſuffer in os NAS imfelf Afficms, affd we all believe. 
Now where in all the- Orted car! you. fird any thing that, may expreſs his Soul-ſuffe hs 
theſe Words, He deſcended imo-Hell? wy + hit we rider Pontixe Pilate, was Cr cifitd, grad | 
buried, is all : hich'all mi ht be,and he rn his body: only.;. this the Thieves ſuffered, 
which were Crucified with him. But his Deſtendiag inco Hel, implys ſomewhat more,, viz. Sulfe., 
ring in his Soul : which is all the Judicious.and ned Hamon faith-on that Text, Thou wjls. pr, 
not leave 'my Soul in Hell. And it is, therefore pur laſt, or-mentioned after his Death. and Bu- Aa. 2.27. 
tial , to ſhew, that it-was the greateſt and ſharpeſt part of parur aig 47 "Ria 

3. Mareover, for the order of expreſling it, I meet with the very, ſame, Luke 16: 23- The rich 
mn dyed and was buried, and when wasen Hell, Oc. No dos his Sex! was in Helbbefqre his 
Body was in the Grave ;' and yet his Burial is put firſt by 6ur Savior, 'and his Soul-ſufferings - 
afrerwards,as being onely a higher and farther degreg of Miſery.------Sq in the Creed it is ſaid, 
( or in the Article ) Chciſt was Dea rieth, and 'deſcended into Hell ; or ſuffered in his Soul b 


Hellifh Torments, as the ſenſe of Gods Wrath, the loſs-of Gods ſight and preſeucefor a time, 
doe for our Sins:--->Not that his Death-was before his Sufferiggs-in his Soul; but theſe are men« 
tioried- Hft; as Being rhe greateſt far greater than the Death ofthe Body : and. rhe higheſt de- | 
gree of Chriſfts Paſlion and Humiliation.” - And.to onclade otherwiſe, as that Chriſt could not, 
or did not ſuffer in his Soyl theſe Helliſh Torments before his Death or Burjalz - becayſementio- 
ned after both ; is all one as if you ſhould infer, PE __ any went to Hel} befare they were . 
Buried ; becauſe it.is faid in tifat fore-mentioned Text, t che Rich man Died, was Burzedyand 
when he was in Hell, &'c. which were a groſs Error, and contrary to as a 'Nay, then it 
will follow, that the Soul cannot go to Hell, ſo long as the Body remains unburied.: an; inference 
ſoabfurd, that a man of any Reſvn dr Religion, will neither make nor own it.--- What ſay you 
T;m. are we hin # ſtile ? Er RARE 2-2 
Tim. Pretty well, Thanks to you forthe good lift you gave me; but there is another yet behind, 
2s hard to clamber as the former, at which Idoubt we { Bhack ſtick... , 7 _ 
Tit. Never fear it,man, I'le heave With both' hands, but Ile have you overnow we are come 
thus far * Whar isit? DO pu. oo SO IRS >. oe þ viel "0 40 | 
Tim. Seeing theſe words [| He Deſcended into Hell ] are ſo dubious, and have. cauſed ſuch a Con- 
troverſie,; why are they not left out of our Articles andCreed?  , 1 
Tt. I ſee you were more afraid than hurt; for your frightfyl ohio isdwindled into a little 
Oueſtion : this Bar is ſo low, yoy may almoſt go over without help,, were you not ſo very weak, 
However, that I may not leaye you behind, kno firſt; that every thing that is a ey 
is not -an Hereſle,” either in matrer of Dottrine or Faith, and therefore not preſently to'be Ex- 
} punged- out of our Creed. And ſince.it hath been received by the Churchin all Ages (ſince the 
Fourth Century, as Bel{arm. tells ns) and being rightly underſtood, contains in it a truths ac: 
cording to' godlineſs, yea neceſſary to be beljeyed. unto Salvation, gs rhe Sufferings of Chriit in 
his Soul,and contintting in the ſtate of rhe Dead fot atime. 1 ſay, jt being ſo aprient,and (right- 


- 


ly) underſtood ſo neceſſary, we may not leave it out ; but retain it to the tion of our 
ith, and Conſolation of our Sopls. Af eo IP; 5 UF Folder | 
Sccondly,1f becauſe there hath been ſome difference or diſpute about the,meaning of this Phraſe 
in 6ur Creed or Articles, we ſhonld preſently abandon it, by the ſame Rule we muſt expunge 
rrmy Texts of Scripttre out bf our Bible : as, thoſe that concern the Dottring of Elef#ion and 
Reprobation, F ,ee-mit, Falling away from Grace, &c. Controverted by Learned men on both 
ſides, and of different Perſwaſions. This is no Rule for putting out of the Articles of our. 
Faith therefore, barely becauſe Contrary have riſen about the meaning and ſenſe of ir. Bur- 
[ have been too prolix already, theretors let us - non this Point. - 
im. 
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(10) ,x 
Tim. No, 1 am ſo well ſatisfied, that I nwſt entreat you to give me the Sum af what you ſaid, 
as brief as you can ; for my Memory is very ſhort : and I would fain retain ſomewhat, if Poſlible. 
| Tit. The ſhort then is this, There are I ſay theſe two different ſenſes of theſe words, H+ 
Weich « Deſcended into Hell. Sore thereby underſtand literally a Local Deſcention jnto the Place or 
the Opini- State of the Damned, to conquer the Devils, and fo ſet free thoſe Souls, that were kept in Hell, 
p of pou till Chrifts Deſcenſion. , Others underſtand no more than a futther degree of Humiliation, 
#1 1:2 then his Death and Burial. . Namely, the continuing under the Power of Death for a time : or 
4! the Pa- Of the Sufferings in his Soul on the Croſs ; whereon our Bleſſed Saviour was humbled uſq;, ad 
piſts. Inferni tremenda tor menta, or endured for a time thoſe Torments, . Que reprobi an eternum ſen- 
ſeri ſunt , Which the wicked ſhall Erernally ſuffer, in Hell. -: As the Joſs of the ſenſe of Gods 
Tir & the favour, the Maledidtion-or Wrath of God 1n his Soul; which is Hell, or chat Fire which ſhall ne- 
Opinionof VET be quenched ; In which, Chriſt himſelf for a time was.:ſcorched- for .our Sins. And there- 
ſome Fa- fore may truly enough be ſaid, To Deſcend into Hell. _ Theſe, Brother Tims. are the two ſenſes ; 
cho nd "”_ of theſe now do you apprehend the moſt agreeable to Scripture and the Analogy of 
9/2 of our Faith ? . 
ah, dern 1 Tem. Thelatter clearly. | eh. $45 54 597125 1. ; 
& m_ Tit. Then we have done with this,, your ſatisfaction being all I aim at in this Diſcourſe. - 
2 Tim. No, thete is one little Queſtion more comes into my mind, thoughI queſtion whether 
you can Anſwer it. | ah . | 

Tit. It may be not : for you know the Proverb, 7». But lets hegr. it, | 

Tim. Why did not our Biſhops, when by His Majeſties: Command at hus firſt Return, they inſpected 
the Common-Prayer, an Corrected ſome things init , put ſome gloſs upon theſe words in the Creed q 
that we might not have been in the Dark, as to their ſenſe of them, which now we are ? 

Tt. Tt had been very caſte for them to have done it, and why *rwas omitted, i.can give 86 
reaſon, unleſs it was either becauſe we ſhould not know their Opinion,: or becauſe (it may be) 
they were divided in their Opinions about it. Or elſe, that they wovld not, aſſume the Honour 
of doing all that was needful to be done of thisNatureybut leave lome things to their Succeſſors 
among which, this may be one. And in the next Edition, or next Generation ( God grant the 
Liturgy and Biſhops to ſtand till then) you may expect it. | 

Tim. *Tiswell Reply'd, Iwill inquire no further. Let us proceed. 


Article IV: 


Chriſt did truly riſe again from Death; and took, again his body, with Fleſh, Bones, and all tbings 
appertaining to the perfetFion of Mans Nature, wherewith he Aſcended into Heaven, and there fits 
reth, until he return to Fudge all men at the Laſt Day. | 


Tit. The principal intents of this Article are the ReſurreQion, Aſcenſion of opr Saviour, 
with - Coming to Judgment ; in either 6f which, I confeſs I cannot charge you, norl hope any 
one elſe. = | 

Tim. No,1am ſurethey cannot, the People to whom I have Preached now Two Sundays toge- 
ther,can' bear me Witneſs 1am ſound here, for I have handled theſe main DoCtrines amongſt 
them 3 though I never knew they were part of the Articles of the Church before. 

Tit. That'snot material to yon, whether you Preach according to the Articles you have ſub- 
{cribed or not. | But by the way, I obſerve Tim. you have a Whisking Faculry at handling, 
to handle Three ſuch Points in two half hours or thereabouts. 

Tim. Nay, Twas not longer, yet performed ſo well, that T had as many thankful ſcrapes, as 
Dr. 0. himſelf for his long interwoven Diſcourſe of late, at---- 

Tit. *Tis like you might have as many Tongues, but I doubt not ſo many Guineys,as he. 

Tim. Guineys, what are they ? | 

| Tz. Now I fee thowart ignorant of ſomething beſides the Articles : Guineys they are the 
zreat Procurers of Advouſons, Preſentations, and Eccleſiaſtical Preferments; their Principal Re- 
adence is about the Court, and they ſometimes kelp a Church-man at a dead lift, when Merits 
and Frieads both fail. ; 

Tim. 1 wiſh Teould meet with one of theſe Courteous Gentlemen, I am ſure none ever ſtood 
in more need of his Aſſiſtance. , | 

7r. One? no leſs than fome hundreds, (according a$ the Place may be Thouſands) will do 
you any kindneſs at all. 

Tim. Nay, then I deſpair, for having lived Forty years and never met with one, 'tis more 
than probable I ſhall be dead before I procure a Theuſand to ſtand my Friends. 

Tir. It will do you more good to underſtand the Articles of the Church, and praQtiſe them ; 
for that will make you happier in Forty years more, than all the Guineys in;England can. - There- 


fore puſh on to the next. . 
| Article Y. 


The Holy Ghoſt, proceeding from the Father andthe Sor, is of one Subſtaſice, Majeſty and Glory, 
wth the Father and the Son, very and eternsl God, 1:t 
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(11) 
Ta. Here 1 ay you are ſound too. + q 
Tim. Yes truly, tor the. Arbanaſian Creed teacheth me thits inch i toockiag che Holy Chal 
which Creed I have often Repeared, and do moſt ſtedfaſtly believe. 


« Tit. 1 widh all that have ſubſcribed this Article could fay as much .-—But let us keve the;. -- 


Sixth. 
Article YL: 


Tim. Holy Scripture oo all things neceſſary to Sabvation : fothar ſs | 3s yot 334d 
therein, nor may. be proved thereby, 1s not to be requered of * ay man, that it ſhoult- be beljeved as kn 
Article of the Faith, or be thought requiſite or neceſſary to Salvation. In the 'rame of rhe Haly, 
Scripture, we do underſtand thoſe Canonical Books of the Old and New Ti eftament, 5 oe ate. 
rity was never any doubt inthe angry | 

Tit. As to this, I hope, you are perfect Orthodox. bags 

Tim. So perfectly, that I wiſh all but the Canonical Books of antes had been ket out 
bf our Calendar-; for  fince. our Church here Aﬀirms that thefe Contain all -hings neceſſary ta 
Salvation, and conſequently. are Jifſmt for - Example of Life, and inſtruition of Manners, 1 
think' we might have m 6 ny good ſhift with theſe (eſpecially on Sundays ) without 
Tobias, Bell and the Dragon, with the uſe oo the Apocraphites. ' 

Tir. And 1 Aſſure yau, if our Calendar'were to fi ſuffer 2 new impreſſion, and 1 were the 
Corrector, I ſhould not boggte mnch to gratifie you in this Opinion. ,*.., . 
Tam, 1 Thank you for your good will - butfince it is not in my power, nor yours to amend it 
we muſt be content, and make as much uſe of the former, and as little of pollibly 
We May. | 
Tit. Very good, L wiſh we 2grecin. the next AS well 2s we do i in this: 
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Article VIL ELF 2730 


The Ola Teft arent i. rs mot Cimrary zo the New, for both in the Old and New Tifeament, over- 
laſting life is offered to mankind by Chriſt, who is the only Mediator between: Gotl' nd Man, being 
bothGod and Man.Wherefore they are not to be heard, which feipn that the oid Fathers did You only for 
tranſitory promsſes. Although the Law =_ from God by fe Sy As ronching Ceremonses ' and nh 
do not bind Chriſtian men, nor the eiul Preceyts thereof. Janeiro neceſſi Fr reveived in m-- 
mon-Wealth : Tet norwithſtapding, apts Ke an whatſoever vs $ free fn the obedience nfs Cotte 
mandments which are called Moral. 

Tit. This Article hath a great Deal in it. | | 

Tim, Where lies it, I don't perceive it ? | 

' Tit.. No ? Why it Requires of eyery Chriſtfan Man Obedience to all the Commands alle 
Moral ; now how do you Comport with it in your Practice ? | 

Tim. I own it, Obedience is Due to all the Commands that are Moral > 

Tic. Why is there any that is not Moral ? CENY 0 

Tim. Yes, I think ſo. | 

Tir. Which is that ? 

17m. The Fourth. + 

Tit. Why fo? Don't the Article term it ſo? 

Tim. 1 cant tell, I don't believe it. | 

Tit. Nor 2 great many beſides you, who have ſabſcribed this Article yet den "thee It. 

Tim. 1 muſt be plain,In troth I hold it-no more moral than All Saints, or the Fiftit of November. 

- Tit. 1 thought ſomewhat was the matter, you make ſo ſlight of it z that you can ſhare one half ppyy aocb 
of it Weekly to your own uſe and Service. the Church 

Tim And I hope no Offence. 4 xy tus 

Tit. And as you give your People leave in the Afternoon, ſo many of them'take leave for the _—T_ 
Forenoon ; and-thus you ſhate tho whole betwixt you, leaving the reſt to God Almighty,-—Yet {,;. _ 


no Offence hope.-: - _ mand is 
Tim. If it be Moral , why is it not pap without Alteration ? +6 ".. readto ſay 
Tit. *Tis the ſhameful Prophanation of this Day, by you and ſuch as have Sucked in yourPrin- Lord have 


ciples, thar. hath Uſhered in-ſo much Irreligion amongſt us, and helped to pull down ft ſevere _— wm 
Judgments upon.us. Bur hoping3 being borer RI you will be me res hear Me 2 ,,1;neour 
little, as to this point. | k hearts to 
Tim. Whep you have ſaid all you can, you can never prove. it Moral and perpetual. | keep this 
Tir.You have owned ?tis ſo,by your Subſcription of this Article,and will you-now queſtiob it? £4#, &c. 
Tim. Yes, I do, for I knew not. there was any ſuch Article amongſt them, if I had known it I--- 
T vy Nay never Repent you kave done it, voy =_ any no cauſe, if you waderſtood $ you. 
ought. 


im, Underſtand what ? on 
Tx. 


('12)) 


Tir, That the Morality of this Fourth Command lies not in 6bſerving, the Seventh day from 
the Creation; for the Fourth Commandment doth nor require to uſe and ſanctifie the: Seventh 
Day from the Creation, nor from any other Period or Date of time, but only the Seventh Day af- 
ter,Six of Labour, or coming between Six of Labour in a ſettled Courſe of Numbring from any 
Period that God ſhould appoint, and ſo in the Meaning of that Commandment, we do now ani 
ever muſt uſe the Seventh Day . For the Seventhris: that part in order of Numbering, which 
ſtill comes between Six, having Six before it and Six after ir continually, and fo our S47day, our 
Day of reſt hath, and therefore we alfo reſt rhe Seventh Day. 

;m. 1deny it, Ours is the firſt,not the Seventh. _ + + WF. 

Ti. \And the Seventh as muchas the firſt ; the firſt of our Week, and Seventh aftet Six of 
Labour. Indeed the Period from which we take the beginning of our Account is tdt the ſame, 
bur another from the Jews ; for they did Reckon from the beginning of the Creation and ſo for- 
ward,we from theReſurreCtion and ſo forward ; but ours is as truely and ſurely the Seventh, as 
theirs, though Reckoned from another Period : ant} as for the Period wherice the account muſt 
be made, we have no word at all in the Precept. 'For the Precept ſaith,not Six Days from the Cre- 
ation thou ſhalt labour, and the Seventh from the Greation is theSabbath of the Lord ; but,S:x 
Days ſhalt. thou labour ; nor dothit ſay, The Lord beſfſed and Sanitified the Stventb Day from 
the Creation, but the Sabbath Day,that is,the Seventh after Six of tabour:; 

" Tim. And what do you underſtand by all this ? 

_ Ti. 1 underſtand, what I ſuppoſe theArticle Enjoynes, by Requiring every Chriſtiah to yield obe- 
Aithce to the Commandments, and {o to thisFourth among the reſt vzz.. That you and 1, and every 
Chrxiſtian,is oblidg'd by vertue of this Command for eyer, to reſt every Seventh day after Six 
from all labour,Recreation, &c. and toDedicate it inSolemn manner,wholly to the worſhip and 
Sefyice of God,by preaching, Reading, Praying, and other Holy Religious Duties and Exerciſes 
both in Publick and Private. Confider this a little, and give me your thoughts. ; 

Tim. I need not much time to Study, I have( in the Company I have been Converſant with, 
ſome Clergy men as well as others heard the Sabbath ſo Decryed, and the ſtrickt Obſervation 
of it ſo lighted and vilified, that I thought there was little in it, more than another day. But 
for the future, I hope I ſhall be more diligent4n preparing for it,and more ſtrickt and ſerious in 
the Obſervation of. it, than ever I have been. | 

Ti. You will do very well,and to endeavour to bring it into-greater eſteem and veneration with 

the people, wherever-you come, for the life of all Religion amongſt us, conſiſts.in a due keeping 
this.day ; and believe it our own practice in this regard, will prevail more than our Preaching, 

Inafmuch as Examples are of more force with men than Precepts. And tis our Obedience to 
Gods Commands, which muſt evidence the fincerity of our Faith, contained in the Creeds 
mentioned in the next Article. | 


Article VIII. 


The three Creeds,Nice Creed, Athanaſius Creed,and that which is commonly called the Apdofttes 
Creed, ought throughly to be received, and believed : for they may be proved by moſt certain war- 
rants of Holy Scripture. 


Tit. Touching this, I think I need not queſtion you : for though you never ſee them in the 
Articles before, yet you have often Read them in the Common-Prayer ; and I ſuppoſe with 
hearty aſſent to the Articles of Chriſtian Faith contained in them. 

. Tim. 1doſo. | 
_ Tim. Eetus therefore hear the next, viz. 


Article IX: 7 
- Origenal Sm. ſtaudeth not in the following of Adam (as the Pelagians do vainly talk) but it s 


the- fault and corruption of the nature of every man, that naturally u ingenared of the off-ſpring of - 


v1 Adam, whereby man «very far gone from Original Righteouſneſs, and u of his own Nature in- 
""clined to evil ;, ſo that the fleſb luſteth always comrary to the Spirit * and therefore in every per ſon 
born znta thts world, it deſerverh Gods wrath and damnation, And this infe(tion of Nature doth 
remain, yea, in them that are regenerated , whereby the luſt of the Fleſh, called in Greek, 
gesrmues. cnxpxis, which ſome do expound the wiſdom, ſome ſenſuality, ſome the affeition, ſome the 
deſire of the fi, 1s not ſubjett to the Law od, And although there is no condemnation for 
them that Believe and are Baptized, yer the Apoſtle doth confeſs, that concupiſence and luſt hath of it 
ſelf the nature of ſm. 
pF Mes If Lremember right, at Reading the ſecond Article , you diſcovered your ſelf a little 
inhfm and faulty, about Original fin, calling ic only a privation of Original Righteoufneſs, 
what think you now ? 


Tim 
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Tim. Ithink if I had Read this Article, I ſhould never have Subſcribed it, nor do I believe it 
ow I have Subſcribed tt ? ' | 
Tit. What nothing, no part of it ? | 
Tim. Truely very liutle, a very (mall part of 4t: s 
Tit. Do you helieve the Scriptures ? it you do, I ſee noreaſon why we ſhould not believe this 
found Article of our Church, even every ſhred and Syllable of it For, 
1. It aſſerts that there is Original ſin; which is called Fon Rom. 7. 8.. The fining ſin. 
Rom. 7. 13. The ſin that dwclleth in #4; Rom. 7120. The ſin that | ſo eaſily beſ-ts us, Heb. 11. 1. .* 
The body of ſin. The body of Death, The Law mthe Members. It is alſo called Feſh: The old Rom. 5: 
man. The Lew of ſin. The plague im ones own heart. And the rot of bitterneſs. Beſides the 23: 24- 
woful eff: {ts we find of it in our ſelves, proves it. As blindneſs in the mind,adarknefs. in 199-3-<- 
underſtanding, rebellion ia the will, &c.with unholy and unclean affettions,proneneſs to ſinful, _ 5s 
and averſneſs to Holy and Godly Actions. 2 King, by 
2. Next this Article teacheth us, that this Original corruption remains in every man, even in 33. 
the Regenerate : and this St. Paulacknowledgeth at large in Rom. 7. and Gal 5. 17. He faith the Heb: 12. 
Fleſh luſteth againſtzthe Spirit, ſo that we cannot do the things we would; And St. Fames,Every Jam-1. 14 
man is tempted when he 1s drawn away of his own Luſt., And the beſt of Gods Children bewail 
the ——_— and indwelling of this Luſt and Torruption : doubtleſs therefore our Church is 
right thus far. | 
4 And alſo in ſaying, [7 every per ſon born gnto.the world deſerves Hell and Damnation] for if 
it be ſin, as hath been proved already, it can deſerve no leſs, Rom. 1. 18. Coloſ.3.5.6. Fam-1;15. Ro. 6. 23; 
So that I can find nothing inthis Article but may go-down very well, if Arminius or Socinus hath. 
not rurned your Stomach againſt ir. | | 
Tim. It can never enter into my Head, that Adams ſin, he being but one, ſhould defile the 
Univerſal Nature. | ak" 
Tit. lthought Socinus was in your Belly before, now he looks out at your mouth. Adam t Cor. TE 
had in him the whole Nature of mankind, and by. his one offence the whole Nature was defiled. 47: 
Tim. Adams (in was not voluntary in us, we never gave gave conſent to it. . $. 125 
' Tit. There is a twofold will, Yoluntas Nature, the whole Nature of man was repre- *7* 
ſented in Adam, therefore the will of Nature was ſufficient to convey the ſin Nature, Y«- 
luntas Perſone, and by every actual ſin, we juſtifie Adams breach of Covenant, and that 
Text Rom. 5. 12, 19. ſeems clear for the imputation of Adams fin. All were iti Adam, and” Peccatum 
fnned (in him) # > and fo our laſt Tranſlation in the Margin. Though it be rendered Adamiiee 
[for that all have ſinned? yet muſt it be naderſtood [in him, or finned in Adam] elle it is not £2f*r% 
true, that all upon whom death hath paſſed have ſinned, as namely Infants newly. born. There- 22 
fore *tis not ſaid all are ſinners, but all have ſinned, which imports an imputation of Adams, thay «4 
a&t unto his Poſterity. So that without queſtion you and 1 are as. guilty of this ſin, as if we dem pecca= 
had been preſent and joyned with Adam in it. And the offering of another Adam to thee and tum pa- 
me in the Church, ſhews that the difpenſation of God is not rigorous, for we may ſhare in his #7 42:Yents 
obedience, as well as in the others diſobedience. It is as agreeable to the Wiſdom and Jultice _ 
of God by the ſin of the Firſt Adam to entail death upon all his Children, as to the Wiſdom ao 
and Grace of God by the Obedience and Righteouſneſs of the Second Adam, .to confer Life: Originale, 
upon his Children. Have I faid any thing towards your Conviction ? tametfi ab 
Tim. Yes, a great deal, but to little purpoſe, for I don't underſtand this putative fin, and 444m of 
putative Righteouſneſs of the Firſt and Second Adam. ports 
Tit. Take heed [[T:m.] of making a mock of theſe ſerious matters : I could tell where you ; 
learned that word [ putative] for a need. Bur-as merry as you and your Companions make ef. Tom: 
your ſelves with it, know that if imputative Righteouſneſs don't juſtifie you, you are in a worſe 4-1 4. c:34 
condition than the Scribes and Phariſces, whoſe Righteouſneſs Legal, I am afraid exceeded & $: 
yours, and yet inſuſhicient to carry them to Heayen, Matth. 5. 20. And St. Paul, who was 2s 
to the Law blameleſs, doth yet deſire not to be found in his own Righteouſneſs, but that which 
is by Faith throvgh Chriit Jeſus, the Righteouſneſs (putative as you in deriſion term it) which | 
; is in God by Faith, Phil, 3.9, Butof this in a more proper place. I only demand this of you % 
[Tn] that though you plaid the fool in ſubſcribing this Article before you Read it ; yet that i 
you would not play the Knave in diſowning it,now you have Subſcribed it, making a mock of it : WE 
for you muſt needs underſtand it, if you underſtand Engliſh, for never any thing ſaid more 
plainly that there is Original ſin in all, remaining in the beſt of men, and that Adams ſin is ſo me) 
far ours, as we deſerye Hell and Damnation for it. And aſſare your ſelf, unleſs (after this war- tu 
ning) I hear you are Reformed as tO this matter , I ſhall acquaint the Biſhop what a Sub- 
ſcriber and exaintainer you are of the Articles of our Church, who I doubt not will call you to 
an account. For I ſtedfaſtly believe his Lordſhip holds ir a leſs fin to be defective in the Cere- 
monies, than 1n the Articles: and will ſooner Suſpend for the latter, than the former. But l 
hope you will give me no cauſe ----eſpecially when you have Read the next. 
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Article X:; 


The condition of man after the fall of Adam 's ſuch, That he eannot turn and prepare hi 
felf by his own natural ſrrength and good works, to' fauth and calling upon God : Wherefore m; 
have no power te ao £ood works pleaſant and acceptable to God, without the Grace of God by Chrif 
mg #3, that we may have '« god will, and working with. us when we have that good 
TH, 


Tit. The following Article Concords fo well with this, that *cis pitty to part them ; if you 
will, therefore, Read that too, before we proceed farther. 
' Tim. 1 ſhall. | | 


Agticle XI. 


We are accounted Righteous before God, only for the merit of ouy Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrif 
by Faith, and not for our own works, or deſervmgs. Wherefore that we are TJuſtificd by Faith 
only, #5 4 moſt wholſome Doitrine,, and very full' of comfort, as more largely js expreſſed in the He 
mily of Fuſtification, | - | 


Tit. Asto theſe two Articles, I need not ask your Opinion, for I know you to be as rotten in 
theſe, as an Egg nine days fat on. Free Will and the neceſſity and efficacy of Works to Jullifie 
without putative Righteouſneſs, 15 ſo much your tone in the Pulpit, that the very Bells in the 
Steeple have learned the Tune. And when'you are approachivg the Church, the leaſt jar out 
of it puts you-into ſuch an Arminian chafe, that the Bells, are preſently forfooth Calvin;ſticd 
Bells, the Ringers Ca/viniſtical Rogues, wiſhing the Ropes in their hands faſt about their Necks, 
An admirable Devotion at your firſt entrance into Gods Houſe ! 

Tim. And there are more of this Opinion beſides my ſelf.” © 

Tit. What Opinion ? That the Ninth, Tenth, and Eleventh Chapters to the Romans, wers 
foiſted into that Epiſtle by Calv;r, or at leaſt he had an hand in Compoſing our Articles ? 

Tim. No neither, but for Free W:ll, and Juſtification without putative Righteouſneſs; 


-- " that Chriſt came chiefly to be an Example to us, and not to Juſtifie us by the impucation of hi 


Righteouſneſs, this is the Opinion I know many 2re of beſides me. 

. Tit. Aye, too many : but for you and I, and thoſe men you mean, who have conſented and 
Subſcribed to theſe Articles, to talk at this rate, I muſt tell you, i; a faulr not to be born with; 
whatever others ſay, that are free, we that are obliged by Promiſes and Subſcriptions, ſhould be 


Honeſt and true to them. 


Tim, Honeſt and 'True? Yes ſol ought, but I have learned better ſince my Subſcription ; and 
I hope you will givea man leave to improve his Reaſon and Underſtanding ? 
#, Yes by all means, but AT you yere called ro Subſcribe theſe very Articles word 
for word again, now your Reaſon is ſo mightily improved, what would you do ? 
Tim. Anecdteſs queſtion, for that's not likely. 
Tit, Why nor? Put cafe the Patron of a Good (that is a great) Living, or about 
two hundred or three hundred pounds per annum, ſhould out of his Generoſfity freely 


. offer you the' Preſentation to it: would you refuſe his kindneſs, rather than Subſcratch 


for nt? 


_ Tim. I am ffraid I ſhould fcarce withſtand the force of ſo taking a temptation. 
* © T*#t. And yon would Read them openly in the Pariſh Church, the people being preſent, and 
openly declare your approbation of them, and full conſent to them (as the Law requires) r-, 
therthan loſe ſuch a Benefice ? | 

T im. Tbelievel ſhould, I wiſh ſome hody would try me. 

Tir. And Preach and Prate againſt them, or contrary to them, when you had done, ha ! 

Tim. Not dircCtly. 


Ts. Diredtly or indiretly, dire&tly you would be a Kyave for your pains ; not to ſ7y 


Ld 
Fe 


worſe. 
Tim. You would not have me talk contrary to what I believe;' would you ? 
Tir. What isthat ? | 
: Tim, I believe every man hath a power and freedom of Will to good Works as well as 
vil. | 
7:4. What Naturally, and in ag unregenerate Eſtate ? 
Tim. Yes. 


Tit. 


—_—— 
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Tit. This is contrary to the Tenth Article, as Aye and No, direQtly Oppoſite to Scripture, 

Which ſauth, the Carnal mind is enm:ty - 1:111/t God, for it #5 110t ſabjeit tothe Law of God; nor 1n- 

deed can be : ſo then, they that are i» 3 Fleſh cannor pleaſe God. The Natural Man receiveth not 

the things of the Spirit of God; for they axe fooliſhneſs unto him: neither can he know them, be- 

cauſe they are Sprrit kaly asſcerned, No man can fy; Teſms is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt. Nut 

wa thas we are ſufficient ef our jelves to think. any. thing as of cur ſclues, but ou? ſuſſtcier oy is of God'1-, 

; And without me ye can do nothing, ſa:th our Saviour. Repugnant is your behef-alfo to many 

if Prayers of-our Church. As the Collett for the Sroond Sunday in Lent, ' The Fifth Srmday afe my>- 

od Eaſter, The Ninth Sunday aficr i rinity. The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity: Thi noni tr ret 

The Collett on All-Saints Day, and many more. Now what a rare Believer are you, to bclieve ; 

contrary to the Word of God, the Articles -you have Subſtribed, and the 'Prdyers you &on- Rom. 8. 7. 

Nr ſtantly make uſe of, and are obliged to put up to God on thoſe ſeveral days, in the preſetibe&'8. 

Words and no other. But what's the next part- of your Belief -in this matter?” | - + 2097-214, 
Tim. That as I havea Power and freedom of will to Good Works; fo I muſt dothem, in orger = OO 2.3. 

to my being Juſtified before God. 3 <JOR 1 \ eD!ul (ITN oy vile 16.6: 
= This is as Corrupt and Erroneous as the former, and as oppoſite to the next Article, m 

read IT, 


, es Os 1) 


TEE 


ratively. 

Tim. So then, you will make Good Works of little worth ; and 'it matters not whether a man 
; hath them or not. aa | | I 

Tit. No ſuch matter, I believe they are abſolntely neceſſary to Satyation ; *thatno man can go 

to Heaven without them ; for they are (as this Twelfth Article relts* you ) the gempine and weceſſos 
ry frni:s of a true and lively Faith; and that there can be no fuch Faith without them... And 
& Fames {ith as much in the Second Chapter of his Epiſtle at large. I believe that Text of 
Holy Writ, which tells me, Without Holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lora , with af equal Faith, that Heb.12.14 
| I do- that which ſaith, Witheur Faith *ris impoſſible to pleaſe God, That is, that hoth gre nece(ſa- Heb.1t. 6, 
ry to make a good Chriſtian, and there is no other, I am ſure,ſhall eyer enter intro Heaven. And to 
cloſe this Diſcourſe, I believe, he that Teaches fuch Dottrine as this, ſtands' further off from 
Rome, comes nearer to the Analogy of Faith, the Tenour of the Holy Goſpel, -gndthe ſound 
Articles of our Church, then thoſe Men who Teach or Preach otherwiſe : and T hope by this 
time you think ſo too. * b 

Tim. 1 am inclinable to ſuch thoughts. or 

Tit. And the more you think on?t, the more inclinable yn will ſtil be, if you do not wilfully 
ſhur your Eyes againſt the Light of Gods Word, and of the foltowing Articles, grounded up- 


ON It. 
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Article 'XIIl. 


Works done before the grace of Chri#t, and the Inſpiration of his Spirit, are not pleaſant to God, 
foraſmuch as they ſpring not of Faith m Jeſu Chriſt, nexther do they make men meet to receive Grace, 
or ( as the School Authors ſay) deſerve "_—_— rongruity : yea, rather for that they are not done 
as God bath willed and commanded them to be done, we doubt not bus they have the nature of 


Sun, 


Tit. What think youw'of this added to all the reſt? 1443 | 
Tim. It {till helps to Confirm what you have faid, and to convince me of my Errour, without 
any farther Comment. 


Tit. Proceed then to the next, viz. as 
Axticke 
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Article XIV. 


.Folant ary works beſides, over aud above Gods Commandments, which they call Works of Superers- 
gatzon, cannot be taught without Arrogancy and Impiety. For by them Men do declare, that they de 
mop enly render unto God as much as they are bound to do, but that they ao more for his ſake, then of baun- 
den duty us required : Whereas Chriſt ſaith plainly, When ye bave done all that are Commanded to youy 
fays We are unprofitable Servants. 


Ti. I have ſuch Charity for thee (Tim) as not to think thee ſo far Popefied, asto Oppoſe this 


| You may, for ſurely we who neither do, nor can do all that God Commands, have lit- 
tle ground to boaſt of doing more. 
:t, Honeſtly ſaid, 7:m. I hope to find thee right as to the next too. 


Article XV. 


Tim. Chriſt in the truth of our Natare, was made like unto us in all things ( Sin only except ) from 
which he was clearly woid, beth in his fleſh, and in Spirit. He came to be a Lows without ſpot, who by 
ſacrifice of himſelf once made, ſhould takg away the Sins of the World : arid ſm ( as $t. John ſaith ) 
was not in him.” But all we the reft ( although Baptized, and born again in Og yet offend in.ma- 
ny things, and if we ſay we bave' no Sin.,, we decevve our ſelves, and the Truth is net in us. 


| Tit. 1 know nothing contained in this Article, that you do Oppoſe or Cavil at : and there- 
fore think the beſt; never loving to make quarrels, when there is not juſt and apparent Cauſe 


- 
. 


for it. Therefore let us view the following one. 


% 


Article XVI. 


Not every deadly Sin willingly committed after Baptiſm, is Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and un- 
carlenahle. 11s au the grant of. Repentance 4s not ta be denyed A ſuch as ry into Sm after 
Baptiſm. After we havereceived the Holy Ghoſt, we may depart from grace given, and fall into 
Sin, and by the grace of God (we may) ariſe again, and amend our lives, And therefore they are 
zo be Con at which ſay, they.can no more Sin as long as they live here, to deny the place of for- 


giveneſs to ſuch as truly Repent. 


| Tit. What think you of this ? 
 - \T«m. Soundand good. ; 

Tit; *Tis ſo,if underſtood aright : but by a Sermon you lately Preached at St.B%s. Church ; 1 
preſume, you miſtake one Clauſe of it vilely, either willfully or ignorantly. , 
:- Tim. ' Which is that ? - x | ? 

T#. *Tis in theſe Words, after we have received the Holy Ghoſt, we may depart from Grace grveny 
and fall into Sin. | 

Tim. Miſtake the ſenſe of the Article in this, *tis not eaſie, nay, "tis almoſt impoſſible to 
miſs it. 

Tir. Why, what is the ſenſe, ſay you ? 

Tim. That Believers, or ſuch as have received the Spirit of God, and his ſaving Graces, may 
fall away. 

Ti. What totally and finally, and periſh Everlaſtingly ? 

Tim. Yes, totally and finally, and be Damned. | 

T. 1 jadged I ſhould find you as. ſound in this Point, as that Sheep , that ſhaking her ſelf 
in a froſty Morning, falls in pieces. That this Article (or our Church in it) doth not intend 
a total and final Apoſtacy, is apparent to me, by theſe Two things. + 

1. Becauſe ſhe ſaith not, That ſuch as have. received the Holy Ghoſt, &c. may fall away 
but that #hey may fall into Sin, as David, Peter and others, who Sinned or fell into great and 
groſs Sins afrer Grace given, yet no final Apoſtates. | 

2. Becauſe ſhe ſaith in this Article, That the grant of Repeutance is not to be denyed to ſuch ; 
as It. is to be granted, They which thus Sin, after the Reception of the Holy Ghoſt, and Grace 
given, may Repent ; And by the Grace of God may riſe again, and amend their Lives, as the fore- 
"nentioned Saints amd Servants of God, David, and St. Peter did : which no final, total Apoſtate 
ever did, or can do. Therefore, it cannot be meant of a final Apoſtacy, or fling away from 


Grace. 
" He A ag 
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And therefore if you have taught any ſuch Doatine, you have Preached down this Arti- 

cle, and many plain Texts of Scripture to boot, as 7 bey ſhould deceive (if it were poſſible) 

the very Eleth. Wham he laveth, be loveth to the end. The gifts aud calling of God are 

without Repentance, Kept by the power of God t h Faith, namo Salvation. He that be- 1 Þ++. 2. 5, 
lieveth in him fball nat be confounded. Wham he did predeftinate, them he alſo called, whom Kon. 8. 30. 
he called, them he alſo juſtified, whom he juſtified, them he alſo glorified. And many more 
graciousand infallible promiſes, aſſuring us of the ſtability, and perſeverauce of true Be- 

tievers, of ſuch as have received the Holy Ghoſt, and Graces thereof. 

Tim, Nay, now we are in indeed, if we arecome to Ele&ion and Predeſtination. 

Tit. Yea, and good and proper mediumstoo, to prove no final apoſtacy, or falling 
away from grace ; for grant the one, and the other follows. Election and Predeſtination 
are inconſiſtent with a total and final defeaion. But I hope [Tim] theſe are not frightfull 
terms to you, you have heard of them before ? 

Tim. Yes,but don't well underſtand them,Eleftion and Predeſtination ! *tis nonſenſe. 

Tit. Such ſenſe as you have ſubſcribed to, and conſequently ſhould believe, and main- 
tain againſt all Arminians and other Oppoſers. 

Tim. I can't imaginany Article of our Church afferts any ſuch thing, ſo contrary to all 
reaſon, as nothing can be more. | 

Tit. Yes, this is ſuch an unreaſonable Article, and by good luck the very next in 
courſeFand ſo full mouth'd for Eleftion and Predeſtination, that you'ld think ſome body 
ſpoke it through Calvin's Mouth, or at leaft that : that wretched, tiff Predeftinarian gui- 
ded the hand of him that writ it. — Look there, *tis [7:m.] nay, ne'er ſtart atit : but 
out with it, like a manof metal. 

Article 17. 


Tim. Predeſtination to life is the Everlaſting purpoſe of God, whereby (before the 

Foundations of the World were laid) he hath dls decreed by his Counſel, ſecret to us» 
to deliver from curſe and damnation thoſe whom he hath choſenin Chriſt out of Mankind ; and 
to bring them by Chriſt to Everlaſting Salvation, as Veſſels made to Honour : wherefore they 
which be endued with ſo excellent a Jr of God, be called according to Gods purpoſe by his 
Spirit, workzug in due ſeaſon ;, they through Grace obey the calling, they be juſtified freely, 
they be made 7 Us of God by Adoption, they be made like the Image of his only begotten Son Fe 
ſms Chriſt, they walk Religiouſly in good works : and at length by Gods mercy, they attain to 
Everlaſting Felicuty. 

As the Gadly confideration of Predeſtination, and our Eleflion in Chriſt is full of ſweet, 
pleaſant and unſpeakable comfort to Godly Perſons, and ſuch as feel in themſelves the working 
of the Spirit of Chriſt. mortifying the works of the Fleſh, and their Earthly Members, and 
drawing np their mind to high and Heavenly things, as well becauſe it dath greatly eſtabliſh 
and confirm their Faith of Eternal Salvation, to be enjoyed through Chriſt, as becauſe it doth 
fervently kindle their love towards God : So, for curious and carnal perſons, lacking the Spirit 
of Chriſt, to have continually before their eyes the ſemtence of Gods predeſtination, #5 a moſt dan- 
Lerous downfall, whereby the Devil doth thruſt them either into deſperation, or into wretchleſ- 
neſs of moſt unclean living, no leſs perillous than deſperation. 

Furthermore, we as receive Gods promiſes in ſuch wiſe as they be generally ſet forth to 4 
in Holy Scripture : and inour doings, that will of God s to be followed, which we have ex- 
preſly declared uno ns in the word of God. 

Tit. Bleſs me, what's the reaſon of this ſudden paleneſs in your countenance ? you 
look as though you were fainting away. 

Tim. Not ſo Sir, but Iam ftricken with a ſtrange horror and aſtoniſhment, to think how 
our Pulpits riug of Dodtrines direftly contrary to this Article ; for though I was ſo care- 
leſs as never to read the Articles till now, yet I concluded theſe great Dons had, and ne- 
ver queſtioning their honeſty, I was confirmed in it, by their conſtant preaching, no ſuch 
<0 could poſſibly be : but now I ſee they are out asmuch as 1, I pity them with all my 

cart. 

Tie. Pity thy ſelf man. 

Tim. Idoſo, but them more, becauſe I declare it, mine was a fin of Ignorance, I am 
afraid theirs is otherwiſe : and becauſe, being leading men, they have drawn me and ma- 
ny more into this error, by their authority. 

Tit. I am more than half of ycur opinion. For our Church (as fore-ſeeing how prone 
' men would be to dance after Arminias his + taken —_— in framing this Arti- 

cle than ordinary, on purpoſe to preveyt - ; and *tis ſo full, ſo plain and pundual, 

that 


Math. 20. 23, 
Math. 22. 14» 
Math. 24. 23+ 
Fob. 6. 37. 


AE. 13. 48. 
Kom. 8. 29. 
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th at (one would think) no miſtake can ariſe, but what is willfull. 
Tim. Full and puntual ? there is all thatever can be thought on againſt Univerſal Re- 


demption,Free Will, Falling away from Grace, and the.uſe of thoſe points, which are 


moſt what their ſubje&s, eſpecially on popular occaſions. 

Tit. Take the contents of the Article, and you will be confirmed in your opinion —— 
which are theſe, 

1. There is a predeſtination of Menunto Everlaſting Life. 

- 2. Predeſtination hath been from Everlaſting. 

3. Not all men, but certain, are Predeſtinated to be ſaved. 

4. They which are Predeftinate unto Salvation, cannot periſh. 

5. In Chriſt Jeſus, of the meer will and purpoſe of God ſome are Elefted, and not 
others to Salvation. - 

6. They who are Elected unto Salvation, if they come unto years of diſcretion, are 
called both, outwardly by the word, and inwardly by the Spirit of God. 

7. The Predeſtinate are both juſtified by Faith, ſanftifed by the Holy Ghoſt, and. ſhall 
be glorified in the life to come. | is 

8. The conſideration of Predeſtination is tothe Godly moſt comfortable, but to curious 
and carnal perſons very dangerous. 

9. The general promiſes of God, ſet forth in Holy Scripture, are to be embraced of. us. 

10. In our ations the word of God, which is his revealed will, muft be our. diredtion. 
Theſe are the ſeveral Dodtrines laid downand aſſerted in this Articke. — Would you have 
anv more ? | | 

Tim. No, here is enough, and as much as all, that ever wrote for Predeſtination and 
Ele&ion, can ſay : and had our Church enlarged this Article to the bulk of the Common 
Prayer, ſhe could not have ſpoke more to the purpoſe, than ſhe hath in this one Page. | 
wonder the Reverend Fathers of the Church will ſuffer her Sons to wrong her, as they do 
dayly, openly making her ſpeak through their Mouths, and often through the louder mouth 
of the preſs, thaſe Tenets, which ſhenever held, nay, which in the very body of her 
Articles, ſhe ſo plainly diſowns and contradidts. -— 

Tit. Ircjoyce at your Conviction : Now theſe being fundamental points, it may not 
be amiſs, (I think)nor time ill ſpent, to ſee alittle (for your fuller ſatisfa&tion anc confhir- . 
mation) what ground and footing each point in this Article hath in holy writ ; the perfett 
Rule and Touchſtone of all matters of Faith, and manners. | | 

Tim. No ſure, no loſs of time, buttime well improved ; and if you will take ſo much 


pains, I-ſhall thankfully partake of it. 


Tie. For the vindication of our Church, reprehenfion of thoſe men whohave ſubſcribed 
to her, and yet oppoſe her, and for thy eſtabliſhment (Tim. 1 willdo it. To begin 
with the firſt then. 

1. There is a Predeſtinationof men unto life Everlaſting. To ſit on my Right hand, 
and on my > is not mineto give, but ſhall be given to.them, for whomit.1is prepared of 
my Father. For many are called but few choſen. But for the: Eletts ſake thoſe. dayes ſhall be 
ſhortned. All that the Father hath given me ſhall come unto me. To this truth alſo doe 
the Evangeliſts St. Luke and St. Paul give witneſs : the former faith that of the Gentiles at 
Antioch, ſo-many as were Ordained unto Eternal life believed : and the other faith, whom 
he foreknew he alſo did Predeſtinare. And Paul bleſſeth God for this, ſaying, Blefſed 
be God the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; who, &c. hath choſen us in him, before the four- 
dation of the world; having Predeſtinated us unto the adoption of Children:by Jeſus Chriſs unto 
himſelf. ' Are not theſe Texts tothe purpoſe ? ww hor rt 

Tim.” As clear as can be, | 

Tit. Beſides the Example of the Elefted Creatures,Men and Angels; of the two brethren 
Abel and Cain; Iſaac and Iſhmael; Facob and Eſau; of the two ſervants of King Pharaoh, 
of the two Kingdoms of Tuda and 1ſrael; the two peoples Jews and Gentiles : the two A- 
poltles Perer and Zudas ; the two thieves upon the Croſs ; the two men in the fields ; the 
women at the Mill, are a great illuſtration to this truth, —— The next is, 

' 2. Predeſtination hath been ww Everlaſting, or before all times 5 Then ſhall the 
King ſay unto them on his right hand,come ye bleſſed of my father : inherit the Kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world : which the Apoſtle underſtands to..be 
from Everlaſting, ſaying God hath choſen us in (him - before the foundation of the 
world. Again, God hath - ſaved us and called us with an holy calling, not accord- 


571g to oiey works, but according to his own purpoſe and grace, which was given us in Chriſt 
| Jeſus 
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Jeſus, beſore the world began. — And as good footing on the ſame word hath'the following 
nIint, ViLy. | | be 2 
{ 3. Not all men, but certain, are predeſlinated-to be ſaved. Rejoyce that your names Are Luk. 10.20, 
written in heaven, ſaith our Saviour, and I know. mine, and am known of mine. | ſuffer Joh.15,14 
all things for the Eletts ſake. Andour Church (in her order for burial of the dead) prayes 2 Tim.2. 1s + 
for the accompliſhment of the »umber of Gods Eleft. And again in the ſame Office, come | 
yea bleſſed, receive the Kingdom prepared for you. And in the form of Baptiſm, 'we 
pray that the infant (to be baptized)may remain tn-the number. of :hine Elett Children, . 
not all men, but a certain number are Elected or Predeſtinated to life.  - - 
© 4. They which are Predeſtinated unto Salvation cannot periſh. All thatthe Father hath Job 5.37. 
given me, ſhall come unto me, and him that cometh to me, I will in ng wiſe caſt out, I give 
unto them eternal life, and they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhallany man pluck them out of 
my hand ; and no man isable to pluck them out of my Fathers hand, who is greater than "AI 
all. And the gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt them. Moreover, whom he Predeſti- _— 50 , 
nated, them he alſo glorified. The gifts and calling of God are without repeutance. They Rom.$ 30. 
went out from us, becauſe they were not of us ; for if they had beenof us, they would Rom. 11.29. 
have continued with us. —So the next point (which theſe men ſo much ſtick at) is as cleerly 
taught in Gods word, asany of the former, — — namely _ LOR | 
5. That of the meer will and purpoſe of God, ſome men in Chriſt Jeſus are Elefted, and 
not others,urto ſalvation. a That the purpoſe of God according to Eledion might ſtand. — woay , nh 
b Having Predfſtinated us according to the good pleaſure of his will. c Not according to-our ; 2 Tim. 9. 
works, but according to his own purpoſe and grace. 41 will have mercy on whom I will 4 Exod. 33-19. 
have mercy, &c. fHe hath choſen us in Chrift,and Predeſtinated us through Chriſt. £ Ye * Rom.g. 15. 
are not redeemed with corruptible things, &c. but by the precious blood of Chrift, as of | « 
a Lamb, &c. who verily was foreordained, before the foundation of the worldy but was =. 2 IG 
manifeſt in theſe laſt times for you. Who hath Predeſtinated us to the praiſe-of the glory b Eph-1.5,5. 
of his grace. The Lord hath made all things for himſelf, yea even the wicked for the Prov.c6.4. 
day of wrath. Hath notthe Potter power over the clay, of the ſame lump to make one Rom. 9.21. 
veſſel unto honour, another unto diſhonour ? — was ever any thing more fully and plainly 
ſaid in holy writ, than this part of our Article ? _ 
Tim. I think not, or can be. | | 
"Tir. Theſe portions of Scripture (to which more might be added were it needfull) doe 
net barcly aſſert a Predeſtination of ſome, and not of others, but aſſign alſo all the cauſes 
of ſuch Predeſtination, — as | | 0 
1. The Cauſe efficient, to be the everlaſting purpoſe of God. 
2. The Cauſe formal, Gods infinite goodneſs, mercy and free grace. 
3. The Cauſe material, the blood of Chriſt. q oo 
4. The Cauſe final or end,(why both God the Father hath loved,and Chriſt for his Ele&t 


. , P1200 k wor? Theſfl. 2.12, 
thy of God, who hath Called you to his Kingdom and glory. Hehath ſaved us and ca os « Tim. 1. 9. 
4 with an boly calling, according to his own, purpoſe and grace,&c. In whomy-alſo-ye Eph.r. 13- 
truſted, after ye heard the word of truth, the goſpel of your ſalvation. Ye :have re- 
ccived the ſpirit of adoption, —_— wecry, Abba father, the ſame ſpirit i ms. wit- Rom. 8.15,16. 
nefs with your ſpirits,that we are the children of God, And for their being choſen and cal- 
lcd to holineſs of life and good works, the Apoftle plainly enough aſſerts,ſaying we are his 
workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, which. God hath ordained that we 
fhould walk in them. And-the Grace of God hath appeared, SE teaching us that deny- Tit. 2. 11, 12- 
ing ungodlineſs and worldly laſts, we ſhould live ſoberly,, rig teoully on Godly in this 
preſent world. ——yea ſaith the next Propoſition, * W147 ffs 
7. The Predeſtinate are both juſtified by faith, ſanfified by the Spirit, and ſhall be glo- 
rified in the "fe to come. All theſe bleſſed effetts of Predeftination, doth, the- Seripture 
fully afſert, for know (ſaith the Apoſtle) a mad is not juſtified by the works of the Law, 
but 


Eph.2. 10. 
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16, but by thefaith of Jeſus Chriſt. Moreover whom he predeftigated, &c. them he alſo 
iy (hs lorified. If children then heirs, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Chriſt. And as we 
Rom. 8, 30. v. have bornthe image of the carthly, ſo ſhall we bear the image of the heavenly. Now 
17. are not all thefe conſequents of Predeſtination, viz. Juſtification, Sandtification, and Glo- 
x Cor. 15. 4% rification fully enough expreſſed in theſe Texts ? | 

Tim. Very fully, in my opinion. 
Tit. Therefore very well doth our Church ſay, in the next part of this Article, That 


8. The conſideration of Predeftination, 1s to the godly moſt comfortable ; but to curious and 
carnal perſons very dangerous. To the former, the Meditation of it muſt needs be exceeding 
ſweet, pleaſant and comfortable, becauſe it greatly confirms their faith in Chriſt, and en- 
nom. 8. 18, .Creaſestheir love towards God. I account the ſufferings of this preſent time, are not 
v. 31; 32, 33» worthy to be compared with the , that ſhall be revealed in us. If God be for us, who 
34- can be againſt us ? He that ſpared not his own Son, how ſhall he not, with him, freely give 

us all things. . Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of Gods Ele, it is God that juttifi- 
eth, who is he that condemneth ? ye are ſcaled with the holy ſpirit of promiſe, which is 
the earneſt of our inheritance, until the redemption of the purchaſed poſſeſſion, unto the 
Eph. 1: 133 14+ praife of hisglory. And again, grieve not the dely's irit whereby ye are ſealed unto the 
Eph. 4. 30, day of Redemption, Here is a deep and _ ell of Conſolation to the godly ; yet 
not affording the leſt drop to carnal and wicked men. 

Tim. But doth not this Dodrine lead towards Deſperation ? 

Tit. by no means ; for no man, either from the word of God, os this Article of our - 
Church, can gather, that he is a veſſel of wrath fitted for deſtrution; but contrariwiſc, 
by many and great arguments may perſwade himſelf, that God wills not his deſtcuQion, 
as by the next propoſition plainly appears, viz. 

9. That the general promiſes of God, ſet forth in holy Scripture, are to be embraced of 

Meth. 11+. 38. ys, ſuch are, Come unto me all ye that travel and are heavy laden, and 1 will give you reſt. 
Fob, A God gave his _y beloved Son, that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould not perith, &c. 
1 Tim. 2.4 Who will have all men to be ſaved and come to the knowledge of the truth. Theſe and 
- many more ſuch general Promiſes of grace and favour to mankind are heartily to be em- 
braced of us, as encouragements to faith, repentance and an holy life. So that whoever 

embraceth theſe promiſes, (and as our Church in the cloſe of this Article ſaith.) 

10. Will in bis ations be diretted by the revealed willof God, hath no ground to de- 
ſpaire, or to exclude himſelf out of the number of Gods Predeſtinate or choſen ones. Thus 
you ſee the drift of this Article, comprehending moſt fully and clearly, that great doArine 
of Predeſtination, with all its coherent dottrines, which is fo much cryed down in our 
day ; and (which is the wonder and ſhame of all) by ſome ſons of our Church, who 
have ſubſcribed it. 

T:m. 1 muſt confeſs I have been one of thoſe, led by the example of the greater ones, 
rather than by the depth of my own knowledge. But ſurely theſe men have ſomething to 
fay for themſelves ; is not our Church ſingle in this point. 

Tit. Admit ſhe were, yet thereare two o—_— reaſons, why they ſhould not deſert 
or oppoſeher in this - Firft, Becauſe ſhe hath the Scripture on her ſide ; And Secondly, 
Becauſe they haveliſted themſelves her faithfull votaries, by ſubſcription. 

Tim. That istruec, theſe are plaguy ſtrong tyes. 

Tit. But withall I ſay, ſhe isnot ſingle in this point, for the Churches in, Heluetia, Ba- 
fit and Fraxce believe and hold the ſame, as their publick confeſſions bear witneſs, yea, all 
the reformed Church. 

Tim. Who then are the enemies to it ? 

Tit. The Arminians, Socinians, Antinomians and Papiſts ; amongſt theſe laſt, the 7e- 
ſeitrarethe acuteſt and moſt malitious oppoſers of it. 

Tim. This is more than I underſtood before. . 

Tit. It muft needs, fince you never inquired into it before, no, not ſo much as to con- 
fultthe Article, which of it ſelf had been ſufficient to have regulated you, both in your 
private —_ publick DoQrine, whereby you have often brought your ſelf under 

Fade 16 13. thelaſhof that ſevere reprehenſion of St. Jude, to thoſe, who foam ou; their own ſhame, 
ſpeaking evil of thoſe things, they know nor. 

Tim. lam convinced it had been as well, to have let theſe high points alone. 

Tit. As well ? and much better : had you ſpent your time, and exerciſed your Ta- 
lent [Tim] upon the 10 Cotnumandments ; Preached down Atheiſm, Tdolatry, Drunk- 


enneſs, 
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enncſs, Whoredom, Swearing, and fuch immoralities ; and in Preaching up Faith, Re- 
e, Sobricty, Righteouſheſs and Godlineſs, you would have done God better ſer- 

vice, and had more thanks from your Reverend Dioceſan, than for your yelping againſt 
Predeſtination, Eleftion, ſtability in grace, &c. without meaſure or reaſon, and (as 
you acknowledge your ſelf) without underſtanding. ———— ?Tis a miſerable reproach to 
our Church, to ſee Buzards ſoaring at that, which is above the Eagles flight. 

Tim. 1 ſhall be more carefull for the time to come ; and lay out more Vow dayly in 
Reading than ever | have done. — 

Tit. *Tis well reſolved, and to that forget not to add daily and ſerious praying z and it 
may not be amiſs to inſert into your private devotions, thoſe requeſts of our Church.— 
Lig hten our darkneſs, we beſeech thee O Lord, and forgive us all our ſins, negligences and 
SEN ANces— But *tis time we diſiniſs this, and look to the next Article. — 

Article 18. Of obtaining eternal Salvation only by the Name of Chriſt. 

Tim. They alſo are to be had actnrſed, that preſume to ſayythat every man ſhall be ſaved by 
the Lawor Sett which he profeſſeth,o that he be diligent to frame his life according to that Law, 
and the light of nature. For Holy Scripture doth ſet out unto us only the name.of Feſus Chriſt, 
whereby men muſt be ſaved. 

Tit. What is your judgment, touching this Article ? 

Tim. My judgment is, that our Church is too ſcanty in her charity to damn the greateſt 
part of the worl4 ; even many Heathens, who havelived admirable good, ftridt and mo- 
ral lives, according tothe Religion, and light they had : and for ought I can ſee, the Pa- 
triarchs to boot, and all that lived before Chriſt, — 

Tit. Nota word on't 7im- For all that our Church faith in this Article is, That the 
Profeſſion of every Religion cannot ſave a man, live he never ſo virtuouſly : and that no man 
ever was or ſhall be ſaved, bat only by the name, or Faith of Teſus Chriſt ; This doth not con- 
demn the Parriarchs or thoſe before Chriſt, who believed in him to come, and whoſe Faith 
was every way as beneficial tothem, as ours believing in him now he is come, and the 
Apoſtle recounting many of theſe, Heb. 11. faith theſeall dyed in the Faith. 

Tim. But then what ſhall become of the poor Heathens ? 

Tit. Our Church determines not, but wiſcly ſaith, whoſoever among them (or any other 
ſort of Mankind) are ſaved, are ſaved by the name or Faith of Jeſus Chriſt ; and no other. 
And gives you her reaſon, becauſe the holy Scripture as it out ſoto us;, ſaying, through 
his (Teſus Chriſts) name, whoſoever believeth in him, ſhall recieve remiſſion of ſons : mr Af. 10. 43 
3s there Sabvation in any other, for there is none other name under Heaven gven among mens Aft. 4. 12. 
whereby we mud be ſaved. So that thecharity of our Church inthis point, is every whit 
as large as the Scriptures will allow. And thisis the Faith and Confeſſion of the Reform- 
ed Churches ; (4.) and therefore whether your charity [Tim] or your ignorance be the (4.) corfeſ. 
greater, I will not ſay ; but this I ſay, to ſubſcribe to ſucha number of unintelligible Arti- H<1v- a 
cles, unſight and unſcen, wasno Mathematical demonſtration of a wonderfull wiſdom in !* 7 © on 


Fl. 13. 


Ou. Bafil. ar. 4- 
: Tim. But it was a ſign of the greater Faith. Bohem. C. 4* 
Tit. Yes, aPopiſh or implicit Faith, by virtue of which (if the Impoſers honeſty had 19 
not been of a better ſtamp than your Faith) you might have under-written to the Alcoran x ey 
or Maſs-book, as well as the Articles. — Belg. ar. 17. 
Tim. No, hold there. 20, 21- 


Tit. Why what ſhould have hindered; nay, how do youknow you did not z fince you 
never lookt what it was ? | 

Tim. But who could divine, but I would ? 

Tit. That's ſomewhat indeed, forl believe they don't often meet with ſuch blind Be- 
lievers : which may make them (as you ſay) ſomewhat the more wary. But if the worſt 
had come to the worſt, you could have coine off rata conſcients4. 

Tim. How ſo? 

Tit. As you do with the Articles, which you (believe) have ſubſcribed. 

Tim. How is that ? 

Tit. Deny them all, or many (at leaſt} of the moſt conſtderable of them. 

Tim, What won't go down, muft come up, and there is an end on't. 

Tir. Thenl hope the next will down glibb, for 1 know nothing in it, that is the leaſt 


ehoaky Try, 

Article 19. Of the Church. Ne 
— Tim. Theviſible Church of Chrift is a Congregation of faithful men, inthe which the pure 
Word of God u preached, and the Sacraments be duly miniſtred,according to Cbrifts ordinance, 
#n all thoſe things that of neceſſity are __—_ to the ſame. © a 


(22). 
As the Church of Hicruſalen), Alexandria and Antioch have erred * So alſo the Chkrch of 
Rome hath erred, not only in their living and manner of Ceremonies, but alſo in matters of 


Faith. 
Tit. Well, .are not my words true, there is nothing ſticking here ? 
Tim. Yes, ſomething that ſticks with me a lirtle ; and doth nor go ſo ſmoothly off, as I expe&ed. 


Tit. What ſhould that be 3 you believe ſuch a thing as a viſible Church of Chriſt, don't you ? 


Tim. Yes, but not this deſcription of it ? 

Tit. Whereinis it faulty ? ; ES 

Tim. The fault is this, that our Churches chariry (in my mind) 1s as much too great in this, as it is too lit« 
tle in the former Article. 

Tit. How fo, prithee ? ; 

Tim. Becauſe by this deſcription of a true viſible Church, ſhe allowes ſome of the Fanatick Congregations 
to be true Churches, or atleaſt true members of the viſible Church of Chriſt : for in ſome of theſe Con- 
gregations, the word they ſay) is purely preached, and the Sacraments be duly adminifired, according to Chrifts 
Ordinance, in all thoſe things, that of neceſſity are _ to the ſame 

Tit. And if it be ſo,why ſhould they not be reckoned among thoſe parts,that help to make up the whole. 

Tim. What without the Common Prayer and Ceremonies? theſe true Churches, or true Members of the 
viſible Church of Chriſt ? God deliver me from ſuch Churches. 

Tit. Why the Article doth not tell you, theſe are neceſſary to the conſtitution of a Church, bit only the 
Preaching of the pure Word, and right Adminifiration of the Sacraments. 

Tim, Well, they are none of our Church, Tam ſure. 

Tit. True, no more are the Reformed Churches beyond the Seas, yet parts and members of the tiſible 
Church of Chriſt, and our Church 1s no more, _— Bur I find (7m.) you have a greater kindneſs ior Socrates, 
Plato, and other Heathen, than for theſe Diſſenters, for you could be conrent, even now, the former 
might be ſaved, but for the Salvation of theſe latrer 

Tim, What have I to do with their Salvation ? 

Tit. Not much Iconfeſs ; only 'tis an old maxim with Divines, that Extra Eccleſiam nulla ſalus : So that 
if you torally exclude them our of the true Church of Chrift, you do (as much as in youlyes) to barr them 
out of Heaven : for which they have reaſon to giye you little thanks. ——— 

Tim. I value not their thanks. 

Tit, However let them have your Prayers, that ſince they are no Chriſtians as yer, they may be ſuch in 
_ : ef] pecially on Good Fridzy, when you pray for all Turks, Jews, Infidels and Heriticks, think on them, 
will you 7 

Tim, Then or not at all, for I know no other part of our Liturgy will compreh-14 them. —. 

Tit. Yes, If I miſtake not, rhere 15 one place more, whercin they may be rc:nembred, without much 
danger of defiling our Prayers with the thoughts of them: 

Tim, Where is that ? I cannot call it to mind. 

- Tit. That's much, when you read it ſome 3 times a week ; *tis that in the Litany —— That it may pleaſe 
thee to bave Mev'y :ipen all men. So thar if you do bur allow themto be men (not beaſts) you may venture 
to l-t them have a {nip in that ſentence, — 

Tim. You have named all, 1am ture now, wherein they can have any ſhare. 

Tit. Suppoſe when you read the Confeſſion —- 7: bave left undone thoſe things, which we ought to have done.* 
and we have done thoſe things, which we ought not to have done ; We ſhould undcritand it of the Phanatichs as 
well as of our ſelves, would there be any harm in ir ? 

Tim. None in the world, for doubtlets 'tis true of them to a Tirtle, And if there were any more ſuch in- 
ſtances, I ſhould begin to think, our Prayers were compoſed chiefly for them : _——. But ſurely there is no 
more 7 

Tit, Many more. 

Tim. Where ? 

Tit. In the Litany, as that —— From all Pride, vain Glory and Hypecriſie ; from emvy, batred, malice and all 
uncharitableneſs. 

Tim. Nothing ever more pertinent. 

Tit, Except that, _——From all Seaition, privy Conſpiracy and Rebellion, from all falſe Doftrine, Hereſie and 
Schiſme. 

Tim. Better and better, 

Tit. And that it may pleaſe thee to bring into the way of Truth, all ſuch as bave erred, and ave decieved; That 
it may pleaſe thee to forgive our enemies,perſecutors and ſlanderers, and to turn their bearts, 

Tim. Incomparable I profeſs ; I ſhall never read theſe Prayers hence forward, bur I ſhall think of the 
men : they are ſo apt, ſoexceeding apr, thar it will add ro my devotion ever after, — Where were my 
Brains that never noticed this before. As I hope to live, I believe, ſcarce a Biſhop that knew for whole 
ſake, thoſe Prayers were inſerted, till now. 

Tit. Now then I hope, you will let theſe poor Gzbeonites ſhare both in your Confeſſions and Petitions, as ofc 
as you may ,without rurming your Zeal to God,into paſſion againft chem,in Prayer: and I have ſo much Cha- 
rity, as to think they will do much for you : and with that fincerity and love, as becomes fellow members of 
the viſible Church of Chriſt, for ſuch I rake them to be ; nor doth our Church in this Article exclude them; 
which made it ſtick long ſo long by the way, but by this time I hope 'cis pretty well down ; if nor,l am ſure 
the next will drive it down. 


Tim. Tle try. 

Article 20. Of the Authority of the Church. 

The Church hath power to decree Rites or Ceremonies, and Authority in Controverſies of 
Faith : And yet it is not lawfull for the Church to ordain any thing that is contrary to Gods 
Word written, neither may it ſo expound one place of Scripture, that it be repugnant to another. 
Wherefore although the Church be a witneſs and akeeper of holy writ, yet as it ought not to decree 
any thing againſt the ſame, ſo beſides the ſame ought it not to enforce any thing ts be believed for 


neceſſuy of ſalvation. 
Tit. i nced not ask whether you eyer read this before, tecauſe I know you did riot 3 but'how do you like 


-t, now you have read it ? Tim. 


C253 | | 

Tim. Not at all in troth, unleſs by Church they mean that at Wefimnfley 2 nor can it be-true (as tous) in 
any other ſenſe, for 'tis that Great Aſſembly or General Councel that decrees, and appoints all our _Rires and- 
Ceremonies, and we have no other rhan what they approve and eſtabliſh, witneſs the A before the Common 
Prayer. | ny | | | 

Tit. But you believe the Church hath a power to decree Rites, which is all the Article aſſertyin that point... 

Tim, Decree, Ay ſhe may decree and decree till her heart akes, bur if ſhe have nor the Vates of rhe Houfe, 
ſhe ſhall never have the thanks of the Houſe for her pains 3 and without their Votes aud Thanks, I know 
what her decrees will come to. | F 

Tit. To what ? 

Tim. To ſcorn ind diſdain ; with them that make thoſe decrees , 'ſJid man, if all the Reverend Biſhops 
of the Land ſhould fic togerher in Council, and decree a Ceremony no bigger than rhe. daſh over an Ad- 
verb, which is ſcarce half a croſs, 1t would fignifie no more, than if you and I ſhould do ir. 

Tit. How, you and I, we have no power at all. | 

Tim. En'e as much as their Lordſhips in this caſe, was not the P—. bur the other day, decreeing out 
of the Church thoſe Rites and Ceremonies (or a good part of them.) that we have ; and had ir had the Roy- 
al ſtamp; the Biſhops might have thrown their Caps after them. : 

_ Rs is 1 not fit that they which make other Laws, ſhould by Law eſtabliſh the Government in the 
Church * 

Tim. Therefore I would have this Article amended, and named thus, the P. (that is King, Lords and 
Commons Aſſembled, &c.) have power, &c. Leaying out the Word Church, elſe I will never ſubſcribe ir ; 

Tit. Thar's done already. - 

Tim, 1care nor, but I won't own it. 

Tit. Bur can you withdraw your hand fingly from this, and yer ſubſcribe and own the reſt ? 

Tim, Yes, very well. 

Tit. Thar's a cunning trick indeed ; 'ris next to a mental reſervation. _—— By virtue of which, a man 
may ſubſcribe any thing, all things, and yer in truth ſubſcribe nothing. So that I have all this while been un- 
der a miſtake, for I thought you had ſubſcribed all the Articles, and it ſeems you have nor, bura little here 
and there only, as it ſhould pleaſe you, when you come to read them. 

Tim. And as much too, I think, as reaſon can expe. 

Tit, Mighty pretty truly ; read the next, and (having had your ſubſcription before hand) ler us now haye 
your zntention, when you haye peruſed it, 


Article 21. Of the Authority of General Councels: 

Tim. General Councels may not be gathered together without the Commandment and Will of 
Princes. Ana whenthey be gathered together (foraſmuch as they be an Aſſembly of men whereof 
all be not governed by the Spirit aud Word of God they may err, and ſometimes bave erred, even 
in things pertaining unto God. Wherefore things —z by them as neceſſary to ſalvation, bave 
neither ſtrength nor Authority, unleſs it may be declared that they be takgn ont of holy Scripture. 

Tit. Now, what did you think of this, ar the rime of ſubſcriprian ? : ; 
Tim. How could I think any thing of what TInever ſaw, read nor heard ? but now I think ris ſound and 
good, and I own and aſſent toit : though ir is like (in our time) there may be no occaſion to make uſe of ir, 
Tit. Then we'll difmiſs.1t to our Succeſſors, and come to the next, 
Article 22, Of Purgatory. | 

Tim. The Romiſh Dottrine concerning Purgatory, Pardons, Worſhipping and Adoration, as 
well of Images, 4s of Reliques, and alſo Invocation of Saints, us a fond thing, vainly invented, 
and grounded upon no wrwaing” 2-þ Scripture, but rather repugnant to the Word of God. 


Tit, Here I hope your heart ſhall follow your hand. . | 
Tim. Ay Sir, and more hearts if I had them, for all this I ſtedfaftly believe : though I am afraid, this 


Faith is going our of faſhion. ' : TE 
Tit. T hope not; as long as the Defendor of it lives, there is no fear 3 and if Prayers will add to ts 

days, he is like to live as long as any that eyer (at on his Throne, and therefore I hope our Fears will dye, 

before he dyes. ; & 
Tim. Pray God they may, and be buried too, never to riſe more in our Generation,. of in the Generat!- 


ons after us. iP 
Tit. Amen, Amen. —— AndT am joyful to find you ſo hearty a Proreftanr, 1 wiſh they be all ſuch, that 


wear our Livery, ——Bur whar's the next Article ? 


Article 23. Of miniſtring in the Congregation. % fi : 
Tim. It is not lawful for any man to take upon himthe Office of Publick preaching or miniſtring” 
the Sacraments in the Congregation, before he be lawfully called and ſent to execute the ſame. 
And thoſe we ought to judge lawfully called and ſent, which be choſen and called to this work by 
men who have publick authority given unto them in the Congregation, to call and ſe end Miniſters 
znto the Lords Vineyard. th l 
Tit. 1 ſuppoſe we need not ſtay long here neither, x 
Tim. No, for I know none but © uabers, Lay-elders, "and ſuch holders forth, as the Apoſtle deſcribes, — 
That creep into Houſes, and lead caprive filly women, &7. bur can digeſt this. Article well enough, I am 
ſure there is never an Orthodox Divine (nay, ſcarce a right Preſbyterian) but will ſubſcribe to Jt. . . 
Tit. Preſbyterian, yes, for Ordination by laying on of hands is a rine they ſtiffly maintam, both 1n 
their Sermons and Writings: yea, and many of them have admicred of Epiſcopal Ordinariop, rather than 
run before they were ſent. | 
Tim. Tknow they have, bur for all the reſt of the Diſſenters, they had as lieve Old Ketch.ſhould goll them 
as a Biſhop. | . 
Tit, Why then are the Preſbyterians decryed as the great bane and peſt in Church and Stare,when (at leaft 
in reſpe ro others) they are men of ſome orders, _—— OT 


(24 

T3. O Sir, becauſe are the leading faftion. 

Tit. Leading do them, I am fure they lead the fmalleſt)number, of any Diſſenters this day in the 
Nation,” -— er tmhappy men that they are ; all thar do any vays 0 or undermine the Government 
cither in Church or Stare, are cryed down, under that (new friphir and abominable)-ritle, Preſbyterians, 
for my part (though I know they are not in infallible yer)I cannot bur piry them. 

Tim. But 1 can't, what pity a crew of Knaves and V ? 

Tit. Take heed [ 7im.)}, for they come neareſt the Church of England of any other Difſenters, and upon 
a ſmall abarement, joyn with her, which the reſt ofthe Difſenters would not; and are they the worſe 


Knaves and Villains for this ? 
Tim. Yes, much the worſe —— but pray ſay no more of them, for I abhor the very name, and cannor 


hear it repeared with Patience. —— 
Tit. 1 would not provoke you too much ; but I would gladly hear your reaſons- 
Tim. That I can't do without thinking of rhem, (at leaft) and the very thoughts of them put me into 


ſuch an hear, as utterly confounds my reaſon. ; 
Tit. We uſe toſay, break my head and ſhew me a reaſon : but it ſeems they muſt be content to be called 


Knaves, Villains, and whar not, withour reaſon. ; 
Tim. Yes, for this once they muſt and ſhall ; and that for this reaſon, becauſe I can't ſtay now to give my 


ons. 

Tit. Are they (o very long then ? 

Tim. Yes, much longer Iſec, than the next Article, which I am juſt going to read. 

Tit. Well 7#m.] I perceive 'ris an hard matter to force reaſon from you. === proceed as you will, 

Article 24. Of ſpeaking in the Congregation, in ſuch a Tongue as the 
people underſtandeth. | 
Tim. It is athing plainly repugnant to the VVord of God, andthe cuſtom of the Primitive 
Church, to have publick, Prayer in the Church, or to miniſter the Sacraments in a Tongue not 
underſtood of the People. 

Tit. There is nothing you can diflike in this ? 

Tim. No, *tis very Orthodox, and according to the Apoſtles dire&ion. 1 Cor. 14. 6. to 19. 

Tit. So, 1 percieve you have ſome Scripture at command. 

Tim. Yes, bur this Text I cannot but remember : For at one of the conferences appointed by the right 
Reyercnd Father in God, the B. of L. where the ſubje&t was againſt Praying, &c. in an unknown rongue 
the Dy. that Preached jn our divifion,cired this place fo often, that I ſhall never forget it. 

Tit. Yougive a good account how you came to have it ſo ready at hand— procced to the next, 

| Article 25. Of the Sacraments. | 

Tim. Sacraments ordained of Chrift, be not only badges or tokens of Chriſtian mens profeſſion : 
but rather they be certain ſure witneſſes, and effettual ſigns of grace, and Gods good will towards 
1, by the which he doth work, inviſftbly in #9, and doth not onely quicken, but alſo ſtrengthen and 
confirm our faith in him. 

There are two Sacramente mdained of Chriſt our Lord inthe Goſpel, that 3s to ſay Baptiſm and 
the $ of the Lord. 

Thoſe five commonly called Sacraments, that is to ſay, Confirmation, Penance, Orders, Matri- 
mnony, and Extreme Untition, are not to be accounted for Sacraments of the Goſpel, being ſuch 
a have grown, __ of the corrupt following of the Apoſtles, partly are ſtates of life allowed 
sn the Scriptures ;, but yet have not like nature of Sacraments with Baptiſm and the Lords Sup- 
per, for that they have not any viſible Sign or Ceremony ordained of God. 

The Sacraments were not ordained of Chriſt to be gazed upon, or to be carried about, but thay 
we ſhould duly uſe them. And in ſuch onely as worthily receive the ſame, they have a wholſom 
eff eft or operation ;, but they that receive them unworthily, purchaſe to themſelves damnation, as 


St Paul ſaith. 


Tit. Yon may read on, for I know not but you'r ſound in this, and I ſhall not charge you, but where I 
know you are guilty. 

Artic, 26. Of the unworthineſs of the Miniſters, which hinder not 
the effeds of the Sacraments. 

Tim. Although 5n the viſible Church the evil be ever mingled with the good, and ſome- 
time the evil have chief authority in the miniſtration of the V'Vord and Sacraments; yer foraſ- 
auch as they do not the ſame in their own name, but in Chriſts, and do miniſter by his Commiſ- 
fron and Aithority, we may uſe their Miniſtry, both in hearing the V Vord of God, and in the 
receiving of the Sacraments. Neither is the effeft of Chriſts Ordinance takgn away by their 
or 65 mat 69 the grace of Gods gifts diminiſhed from ſuch as by faith, and fy do receive 


the Sarraments _— unto them, which be effettual, becauſe of Chriſts inſtitution and pro- 
, 


miſe, although they be miniſtred by evil men. 

Nevertheleſs, it _m—_— tothe Diſcipline of the Church, that enquiry be made of evil 
Miniſters, and they be accuſed by thoſe that have knowledge of their offences \, and finally being 
found guilty, by juſt judgement be depoſed. 

Tit. your opinion of (his 7m ?] 

Tim, 1havea very good opinion of it, as of any I have yet read. 

Tit, But if I miſtake not, there 1s that in the cloſe of ir, roucheth your copy-hold. 

Tim, Whit is that. EN 

Tit. "Tis this— zevertheleſs it appertaineth to the Diſcipline of the Church, that enquiry be made of evil Minifi- 
ts. and that they be accuſed by thoſe that bave knowledge of their offneces; and finally, being found guilty, by juſt 
7#dgmens be depoſed. Can you heartily conſent to this ? 


Tim, 


(UM 


'"OR 


{1t. 


L628) 
Tim.. Yes, why nord 5” | . 


Tit. Here'isno body prelent but out: ſelves, therefore [ will be plata with you. 


and cell youthe ground of my Queſtion : Were you aot long ſince prelented and 
accuſed to your Dioceſan by the Church-wardens of the Pariſh where you ofh- 
Clateg *12ll ry 79 

Tim. Yes, there was a Puritanica!, Fanatical Church-warden did preſe;c me, 
like a {plenetick Knave.ay'tte was. 

Tit.) Butpray what was your Crime ? 

Tim-1##fralt mater,” onely fictingiup too late, and playing the Good-fellow 
a lictle tpo-much one Saturday nightz:being roadminiiter the Sacrament the next 
morniag ; aid the Raſcal told his Lordſhip *ewas a thing frequent with me ſo to 


do. 
Tit: AndWwhat Cid the Biſhop fay to you? 
Tim. He'gave me 2 grave Admonition, and told me, if that wrovghr aot upon 


me, Suſpenſion-ſhould follow. a 

Tit. He (pake like himfelf; yet if he had done it, as well as ſaidit, it mighr 
have been better ; / for | dow't hear that his Fatherly Admonition bath wroughs 
in you the leaſt reformation. ' What you did before, 1 am credibly inform'd you 
do ſtil}: nay, that you mend as ſowr Ale in Summer, infomuch char the far grea 
ter part of the Pariſh are ſo ſcandalized at you, that they reſolve never to receive 
the Sacrament at your hands more. 

Tim. *Tis a ſign they are;a company of nice, ſqueemiſh Idebts, and know no- 
thing; elſe they would underſtand chat neither my Vices nor my Vertues ſignifie 
any thing to then ig my Preaching the Word, or Adminiſtring the Sacrament- 

Tit. Then whether you are holy or wicked, fober or diſorderly in your Lifz, 
1: muſt be the ſame thing to-the People ? | 

Tim. Yes, muſt, ard is in'this Caſe 3 for doth not this Article ſay, Thar be. that 
miniſters doth the ſame wot en his own name, but in Chriſts, and by his Contmiſſion are 
Authority——— And that the effett of Chriſts Ordinance is not taken away by his (viz. the 
Miniſtcys) wickedneſs, nor the Grace .of Gods Gifts diminiſhed from ſuch«as by ſaith 
do rightly receive the Sacraments miniſtred unto them. | + PRo 

Tit. True, theſe are the, Words of the Article, and they contain a' great Truth : 
Shovld a faithteſs wicked man receive: the Sacrament at the hands of the holjeſt 
man living, the Holineſs of him that adminiſters would nothing avail fach an 
nhworthy Receiver ::ſo-the contrary. Bot our Church never.intended this as an 
encouragement to Profaneneſs in her Miniſters, as ſhe plainly declares by the cloſe 
of the Article ; and you make a very ill uſe of it, who ſhall take ſuch liberty from 
it —-Beſides (T.,) give me leave to tell you, that though the ill living of ſome 
Miniſters, and. their flight and irreverent Adminiſtration of the Holy Sacra- 


% 


ment, cannot obſtrutt the Grace of God towards a worthy Receiver ;' yet this is 


a ſhrewd bar to keep off ſober and ſerious Perſons from that Ordinance, eſpeci- 
ally in thoſe Places where*they muſt receive fromthe hands of ſuch Miniſters, or 
nor receive irat all. Fot'what Perſon that hath avyſenſe of God and Religion, 
and the weight of that ſacred-Ordinance upon, his mind, (though he ſtrives whas 
he can to conquer all prejudices of this kind). can; receive the Elements at: the 
hangs of a protligate and iwreverent 101 er, With that ſatisfattion that he can 
at the hands of one who by his heavenly Life, and exemplary Devotion in the Sa- 
crament, ſhall excite and quicken the ZezF ang Devotion of all that are to par- 
take with hit # N6, let me d:ſcharge my. Conſcience this once. I heartily wiſh 
and pray, \that thoſe Reverend Fathers who have the. Diſcipline of the- Church, 
would narrowly inſpect the Lives and Manners of ſuch Perſons in the Church ag 
you are, .who by. your diſazderly Converſations, . and ſlight, irreverent; and-ſlo- 
venly Admigiſtration of»Hely\ Ordinances,.( 1 muſt. re}l you without flattery ) 
are a diſhonour to God, a icatidal tothe Goſpel, a reproach to the Miniſtty, the 
Cauſcrs of Diviſion and Fattion, the Promoters of Athet{m and Profaneneſs, and 
the bane of all true Godlineſs and Refrgion. ?Tis'ybu, and ſuch as you; tharopen 
the mouths of our Enemies, that turn the -glory'of+ our Church iaro thame, 
and trample her honour in the duſt." +\Tis your, and fach-as. you ,, that: make 


many ſick and dying ſinners go oug-of the worid-without Ghoſtly Connſeland 
5 Wes Pg | Abſolution , 


[26] | 
Abſolution ; the notoriouſneſs of your Crimes raiſing in them a diſguſt againſt 
you, both living and dying; and who (if any of them miſcarry})-muſt_anſwer 
for thoſe Souls ? © 

Tim. | ſhall not, if they ſend not for me. 

- = oy who ſhall anſwer for the cauſe of your not being called at ſuch 
a time 
Tim. What, you would bave Miniſters live like any 
Tir. Miniſters are called Angels in Scripture ; and what if | ſhould ſay they 
ought to live like Angels, for Purity and Holineſs ? Iam ſure our Saviour pro- 
pounds to us an higher Pattern, when he ſaith to his Diſciples, Match. 5. laſt. Be 
ye perfef}, even as your Father which is in Heaven is perfett. 

Tim. But that is impoſlible. 

Tit. True, as to Equality, but notas to Imitation. - St. Pax was not equal 


with our bleſſed Lord for Purity and Holineſs ; but he was an imitator of him, 
as himſelf teſtifies, ſaying, Be ye followers of at, as I am of Chriſt. Nor is it 
impoſlible for you co conſider ſeriouſly the weight and dignity of your Ca'ling, 
viag The Form and to take heed thereto, as you are exhorted by the Biſhop, at your Ordination , 
of Ordering 


of Prieſts. 


which if you do (as you ought, and there promiſed to do) you ſhall be an able 
and faithful Miniſter of the Church of Chriſt. The exhortation runs in theſe 
Words. 


OY have heard, Brethren, as well in your private Examination, 
as in the Exhortation which was now made to you, and in the hol 
Leſſons taken we the Goſpel, and the Writings of the Apoſtles, of what 
Dignity, and of how great Importance this Ofice is, whereunto ye are cal- 
led. And now again we exhort you in the Name of our Lord Jejus Chrift, 
that you have in remembrance into how high a Dignity, and to how weigh 
an Office and Charge ye are called : That is to ſay, ts be Meſſengers, Watec 
men, and —_—_ the Lord; to teach and to premoniſh, to feed and 


provide for the Lords Family ; to ſeek for Chriſfts Sheep that are diſperſed 


abroad, and for his Children who are in the midſt of this naughty World, 
that they may be ſaved through Feſus Chrift for ever. 

Have always therefore printed in _ remembrance, how great a Trea- 
fare is committed to your charge, For they are the Sheep of Chrift, which 
he bought with his Death, and for whom he ſhed his Blood. The Church 
and Congregation whom you muſt ſerve, is his Spouſe, and his Body. And 
if it ſhall. happen the ſame Church, 6r any Member thereof, to take any 
hurt or hindrance by reaſon of your neg/igence, ye know the greatneſs of the 
fault, and alſo the horrible puniſhment that will enſue. Wherefore confider 
with your ſelves the end of your Miniſtry towards the Children of God, tos 
wards the Spouſe and Body of Chriſt ; and ſee —_ never ceaſe your 
Labour, your Care, and Diligence, until you have done all that lieth in 
you, according to your bounden duty, to bring all ſuch as are or ſhall be 
committed to your Charge, unto that : he-qp nt in the Faith and Knowledge 
of God, and to that ripeneſs and perfettneſs of age in Chriſt, that there 
wo {+4 left among you, either for Errour in Religion, or for Viciouſneſs 
in Life. 


Foraſmuch then as your Office is both of ſo great excellency, and of [6 
reat difficulty, ye ſee with how great care and Futy ye ought to apply your 
y fry as well that ye may ſhew your ſelves dutiful and thankful unto that 
Lord. who hath placed you in ſo big a Dignity ; as alſo to. beware that 
neither 'you your ſelves offend, nor be occafion that others offend. Howbeit 


ye canner have a "mind and will thereto of your ſebves ; for that will and 


ability is given of God alone : Therefore ye ought, and have need to pray 
| earneſtly 


Ca]. ' 
earneſtly for his boy Spirit. And ſecing that you cannot by any other 
means compaſs the doing of ſo weighty a Work, pertaining to the Salvation 
of Man, but with Doftrine and Exhortation taken out of the holy Scriptgtes, 
and with a Life agreeable to the ſame; conjider how ſtudious ye qught to be 
in reading and learning the Scriptures, and in framing the Manners bath of 
your ſelves, and of them that ſpecially pertain unto you, according to the 
Rule of the ſame Scriptures : And for this ſelf ſame cauſe, how ye ought to 
forſake and ſet afide (as muth as you may) all Worldly Cares and Stuelies. 

We have good hope that you have well weighed and pondred theſe things 
with your ſelves long before this time ; and that you have clearly determs- 
ned, by Gods Grace, to give your ſelves wholly to this Office, wherewnto it 
bath pleaſed God to ſa” e So that as much as lieth in you, you will 
ply your ſelves wholly to this one thing, and draw all your Cares and Stu- 

tes this way z and that youwill continually pray to God the Father, by the 
mediation of our only Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, for the heavenly Aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; that by daily reading and weighing of the Scriptures, ye may 
wax riper and ſtronger in your Miniſtry, and that ye may ſo endeavour 
your ſolves from time to time, to ſanttifie the Lives of you aud yours, and 
to faſhion them after the Rule and Doftrine of Chriſt, that ye may be whole- 
ſom and godly Examples and Patterns for the People to follow. © 


Tim. I confeſs this is very ſerious and weighty, and do acknowledge I never 
peruſed or pondered it before, | 
Ti. ar bra rg lg A Ts Fel or 
merciful Fathcr, for bi. that we may hereafter lives » Fsgbreous 
Tt lory neme. Is not the Miniſter concerned in this, as well as 


Ti. Pray God it may, for evil Miniſters (tis the phfaſe ufed in this an 

are moſt odious tro God and injurious to his Church, of all others. One 

impious Wretch, by his ungodly life, gives fuch a'wound- to Religion and the 
Brethren ( exemplary both-in tife and Do- 


PETS 


the 
(ig rhe face of the 


Tim. | give you my hearty thanks, and-hope theſe things will make an im- 
preſſion upon me for good. | 
Tit. | ſhall rejoice to ſee it———Go on. 


ART. 37. wn 1 V r's 
Tim. Baptiſm is not only a fign of Profeſſion , and mark of difference, 
whereby C  ibjan men are 9:40, from others that be wot Chriftened: 
but it is alſo a fign of Regeneration or New Birth, whereby, as by a Inftras 
ment, they that recerve Baptiſm rightly, are grafted into the Church : the 
Promiſes of the Frgron r of Sin, and of our Adoption to be the Sons 4 
God, by the Holy Ghoft, are vifibly figged and ſealed : Faith is confirmed, 
and Grace increaſed by vertue of Prayer unto God. The Baptiſm of Joung 
Children is in any wiſe to be retained in the Church, as maſt agreeable wit 
the Inſtitution of Chriff. 


Tit, 


: wy © EP | 
_ Tit. You ſee here what high and noble pciviledges are ſignified and ſealedto us 
by our Baptiſm, Regeneration, Adoption, and Remiſſion. To which our Church 
(explaining this Arnicle in her Catechiſm) adds' Þberitors of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. What Obligations to an holy Lite cah there be greater or ſtronger than 
theſe ? WP | Is | | 
Tim. None, ſurely. ql \ 4 
Tit. Add hereto the Covenant on, our, part,.to.renounce the Deyil and all his 
Works : to believe the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, and obediently ro keep 
Gods Holy Will and Commandments, and to. walk in the ſame all the days of our 
Lives. Which Covenant, unleſs we 'perform atid-keep, we bave no right to, 
'or benefit by the aforeſaid Priviledges.. Nay, ovr Baptiſm will prove but an ag- 
pravationof our Condemnation in the day of Judgment; and an unbaptized Hca- 
then would not change eſtates at that day with ſych a baptized Chriltian, More- 
over, we who are made Miniſters, do moſt ſolcmpgly.derote and dedicate our ſelves 
to Ged, to holy ſervices and gaining of ſouls,as the Deputies of Chriſt, in the day 
that we enter into holy Orders. And it none of all thele bonds will hold us, cer- 
tainly we are the worſt of men, * and deſerve the higheſt Cenſores the Church 
can ipfl;& upon vs. And our Church will never be glorious, till all ſuch Apo. 
ſtates he <ither chroughly reformed, 'or totally ej. ted: out of. her. 
Tim; | hope 1 do: forſake all the Works of the. Devil. 
Tit. Except Dcunkenneſs and Swearing. . 
Tim. Truly. *tis very ſeldom: In a paſlion perbaps an Oath may flip; and 
when I meet with good Company | am loath co part, and apt tobe merry; 
but *cis rare : Aud batipg thele, .1 think 1 have no fellowſhip with the Works 
of darkneſs. Mt CW ES qu _—_ 5 
jth 
ji 


Tit. But there is another Vice. (I know not. whether you will ; allow. 
Work'of the Devil or not) you are almoſt. incurably intcted with, for tis 
Chronical. _ | nt + +26 4 4 heed 

Tim. What's tiat? 7; SES. | | 

Tit.. That which | think jn a Miniſter as bad-as either of the former. 

Tim. | can't imagine what you mean. v2 ſu ; - 
-. Tit. 1 mean Sloth, horrible Sloth And ighenet; ſpending little or no time in 

fitting and improving your ſelf fog the difficult and weighty Duties of your 
Office. And this Vice expolſeth you. to the reit, and all other whatever. BE: 
ſides, this makes you ſo profoundly ignorant, that you are not able in any to- 
lerable manner to defend our Religio!  2painſt Papiits and SeCtaries and your 
weak defence of the Truth, confirms. Them in. their, Errour, and 'makes them 

Faſt off all thooghys of, reconciliation to our Church. Doubtlels therefore 1dle- 
-gels.Cina Miniſtcr } is a great LP , wotyl ſhavie, and the Mother of many fins. 
A 30 ſce. you. reform this, T hall have ſmall hopes of you, as to the reft—— 
. But ebis.;is all Thrall hint eo.you from. this. Article, which pnts you in mind of 
your. Priviiedges,and Obligations by y9ur Eaptill m., Now proceed: 

Tum. Zhe Supper of the Lord is. not only 4; Aigp [1 tbe. Tove that Chrt- 
ftians ought to have among themſelves one to another ; Fat rather it is a 
Sacrament of our Redemption by Chrgſts, Reath : Inſomuch that to ſuch as 
ED worthily, and with- Faith receive the, ſame, the Bread which. we 
treak, ts.a partaking of the Body of Chriſt and ; Ptowiſe (he Cup of Ble{- 
ng, 354, par taking of . the Blogd of .Chrift. OOO 
| «. Fra ulftant tion (or, the change of the S ub Ince of Brea and Wine) 
in the SW, / the Lord, cannot, be proved Ly Toly Writ ©" tl it is re 


er 0 
EN the \\ hate of Seripturt, ov2rthrowerh the, naf ure of. a. Sa- 
'crament, and hath give occaſion to many Supertitiong.. COU 
S 11 he Body of Chriſt is.grven, taken, and eatex mn. the S apr 'only after 
an heavenly ant ſpiritual manner. "And the *nean where 'Y Redy 

Chriſt 1s received and eaten in the Supper, is Faith, '* + 


\- Va3X 


the BeaYy, of 
The 


(29 ) 
The Sarrament of the 'Lords Supper was not 'by Chrifts Ordin1nce Feſers 
ved, carried about, lifted up, or worſhipped. "I 


. 


L,1\ 


Tit. You may rcad thetwo following, for they both relate to this. 


Fs A IK. -. 49: us 7 

Tim. The wicked, and ſuch as be woid of a tively Faith, al*bragb they 
do carnally, and vifibly preſs with their Teeth (as8."Avguſiin aith) the 
Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Chriſt : yet m nowye are'they Parta- 
kers of Chriſt, hut rather to their condemnation do et and drink the '$ ton 
or Sacrament of ſo areat- a thing. nds 
/ 

ART. 3O. R203 266 

The Cup of the Lord is not to be denied to_the Lay-peeple * Far both the 
parts of the Lords Sacrament; by Chriſts Ordinance od: ommanement, ought 
to be miniſtred to all Chriſtian men alike. * | 


Tit. What is your ſentiment of theſe three Coherent Articles, and' what do 
you obſerve from them? | ky 
Tim. I think tney Contain very ſound Dottrine; and I obſerve our, Church 
throws ont Tranſubſtantiation and Half Communion, "i 
Tit. Nothing elſe ? ; 
Tim. No: What Obſervations do you make from them? 
' Tit. Such as, | think, reprehiend both your Praftice and DoQtrine. .. 
Tim. Pray what ate they ? | re. > FL 4 
"Tir. Firſt; this Twenty ninth Atticle (which with the reſt you have ſbſctibed 


ex animo tobe agreeable to the Word of God) dectares, (Thar with, perſons, ward vid.Canon 35, 


of lively Faith, receiying the Sacrament, -in no wiſe partake of Chriſt, but 4; to 
their own conderuation, And doth not your Conſcience tefl you,, you have been. 
oft ſuch a Receiver ? + | LIST.” 2 Ry, 

Tim. 1 bleſs, God, not in'the leaſt. Pts and 2x0 a ores 

Tit, 1 am ſorry for it: For whoever continnes in afly known ſinful Cobrſes, 
(open or ſecret) is a wicked Perſon. Now to omit ſecreh Im leties, not obſerva- 
ble by Man (yet are not by any, Cbyerts to be'hid fro the notice of God). your 
Swearing, and Drunkeunefs, and [dlenefs ate publick fi ourfes and conti- 


F 


, 


nuirg in theſe (as you do hitherto Y1 cannot Tearn, by this chow. you can be 
a worthy Communicant at this Sacred, Ordinance : nay, 1 wontler” yan, do not 
tremble to think of that of -xtie Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 11. He that cati aud. driths wimwor- 
thily, cats and drinks 7% telye judgment to himſelf. hy? Try 

T irs. But before I come to the Sacrament I repent of theſe miſcarriages. 

Tit. What, Repentance without Reformation ? This, is 'tiew Divinity. Re- 
penc of Sin, and not forfake Sin ?” The Scriptures teacly ig other manner of Re. 
penrance than this: Repent and turn, Ezek. 18. ard, Letthe wicked forfake his 
way, Eſa. 55.” And our Liturgy will tell, you, in her Confeſſion, That true Re 
pentance conſiſts in ſorrowing for Sin, ſorſaking Sin, and living ſoberly riphte- 
on{l; and godly for the time to come. Beſides, had you this 15vely Faith is ſt, 
wich our Church faith is neccMſary to, make us worthy Receivers, 1 muſt tell you, 
it yould purifie your heart, and reform your life, 1 Foby' 3. 3. He that bath this 
hone, &c. Believe it therefore, that Faith and Repentance that. conſiſts with the 
2low.d and daily htaftice of ſuch foul ifregularities in the Life, will never ren- 
(ci you a worthy Receiver at Chriſts Table on Earth, or | 1x you admitrance 
inio his Kiagdomin Heaven. Often read this Article, and take this Repreheofi- 
> and Warning by it in g60d part z which you muſt needs do, if God give you 

\ hefr7 to refi-2t ſertoofly npon your Life ang Praftice, ; 
\1222e7 thins the Fending of theſe Articles brings to mind, atid 1 would 
6 12, isth -.-Did not you once inſtigate your Churctr warden to 
H . preſent 


( 39) | 
preſent a great part of the Youth of your Pariſh, for not coming to the Sacra- 
j ment at Eaſter ? | | / 
y.Canon x12. Tim. Ididſo ; and tis agreeable to the Canon, which requires all Men and We- 
men of the Age of: Sixteen years to receive, and to be preſented if they neglett it. 

Tit. Theſe are the Words of the Canon, 1 know z and 1 know not well how to 
reconcile the praCctice of ir to the Doctrine of the Church in this 28 Article. 
For, muſt you and I, and all the Miniiters in England, take it for an unqueſtiona- 
ble truth, That'all in our feveral Pariſhes at Sixteen years cf age have a lively 
Faith in Chriſt, the means whereby the Body of Chriſt is received and eaten in the Sup- 
per? I am afraid, in this corrupt and prophane Age, ſcarce One in Sixteen (not to 

. fayagreater number) at thole years have this true and lively Faith. 

Tim, Well, ſuppole the woclt, that they have not, what then ? 

Tit. Then our Church faith, they caunot be worthy Receivers ; nay, without 
this Faith, they rather eat to their condemnation: And is it not exceeding dan- 
gerous then for us, by preſeating ther, to fright them ro do that, for the doing 
of which (without the breach. of Charity) we may doubt and fear, not one in 


many of them are prepar'd or qualificd ? 
Tim. Not at all: jf they have rot Faith , the Sacrament may work Faith; 


therefore they may be compelled. 

Tit. This is what | looked for, it being agreeable to your DeCtrine, that the 
Sacrament is a Converting Ordinance. | 

Tim. Right, Iam of that opinion; and are not you ? 

Ti. | don't know, unleſs you tell me in what ſenſe you mean ; whether per 
anſtitutionem, Or per accidens? If you lay it may be fo by accident, asa Clap of 
Thunder, a Fit of Sickneſs, a great Croſs or Loſs, have by Gods ſanCtifying 
Grace been made means of meas Converſion and Reformation , nong will - 
it : For, as God can work without Means, ſo by any means, as pleaſeth bim. But 
if you ſay\tis ſo by loſtitution, or that the Sacrament was inſtituted by Chriſt 

. fer this za : I muſt tell you *cis a very diſputable Point. 

Tim. My Judgment is for the latter. 

Tit. You and I (75. are not Men of ſuch Authority, that our particular 
Perſuaſion ſhould'be much valucd ; yet I have a few things come ſuddenly to mind, 
that ſeem to carry ſomewhar of weight in them, to turn the Scale agaiaſt you. 

. Ido not remember where *tis ſaid in the Goſpel, that this Ordinance is a 
Converting Ordinance; or that it was inſtituted by Chriſt for this end; as is fre- 
nel ſaid of the Word or Goſpel preached. 

2- Nor dol remember when or where the Apoſtles admitted any to this Sacra- 
ment, before they were by .the Preaching of the Word brought to believe in 
Chriſt. *Tis ſaid of S. Peter's Hearers, A; 2. That they continued inſtant (with 
the Apoſtles) in Prayer, and Breaking of Bread. &c. bur it was after their Con- 
verſion, not before. Now if the Apoſtles had received it from Chriſt , (for 
St. Pail faith, What they received they delivered, 1 Gr.) That the Sacrament 
was appointed by Chriſt as a Converting Ocdinance, it had been as proper for 
them to have received the unbelieving Zews and Greeks to the Sacrament wigh. 
them, as to the hearing of the Goſpel preached by them - but, I ſay, I am not 
adviſed that they did fo, therefore doubtleſs they had not received any ſuch 

. DoCtrine from Chriſt - nay, if they had, they were greatly unfaithful, thac they 
did not obey it themſelves, and alto leave it vpon record in their Writings plain- 
ly, as a Rule, and for the ſatisfation of the Church of Chriſt for ever. 

3- The Inſtances of Perſons converted by this Ordinance (compared with 
thoſe converted by the Preaching of the Word) are ſo exceeding rare and few, 
as ſeemto beſpeak ir not inſtituted for that end. Scarce one in an Age to be 
found that can ſay, he was converted firſt at the Sacrament, that this was the firſt 
means of enlightniog his Eyes, of convincing him of Sin, of Righteouſneſs, 2nd 
of Judgment ; of bringing him off from his former vain Converfation, to new- 
neſs of Heart and Life. Can you give one laſtance in all your rime? Did any 
one ever acknowledge ordeclare thus much to you ? 

Tim. No, in truth ; but doubtlcſs others can. 


Tit. Rut 


UM 


(31) 

Tit. But, I ſay, I belicye very few; for which | know no Reaſon can be given, 
if it were by Inſtication an Ordinance of Converſion. —— Bur, 

4+ In the laſt place, Our Church ſeems in her Articles (which you have ſubſcri- 
bed) to countenance what I urge, rather than your Opinion - for, ſhe faith, a 
lively Faith in Chriſt is a neceſſary means of a worthy Reception, and witbout is 
we rather eat our own Condemnation. Now to be broughtto a lively or true 
Faith jn Chriſt, I take this to be Converſion; and this, ſhe faith, is neceſſary to 
thoſe who come to this Ordinance : which plainly implies, they muſt come Con- 
verts thither, or elſe they cannot be worthy Gueſts at that Feaſt. More- 
over, he that ſhall read the DireCtion of our Church to her Miniſters, in the 
Rubrick before'the Adminiſtration of the Sacrament, touching malicions, dif- 
orderly, and uncharitable Perſons, and ſeriouſly contemplates her moſt ſtrict, 
ſevere, holy, pathetical, . and Chciſtian-like Exhortations to ſuch as purpoſe. to 
be Communicants, will diſcern, and muſt acknowledge, ſhe ſeems to favour bur 
very little this Doctrine. And, to ſpeak the trurch, I ſee co reaton but that thoſe 
who are of that Opinion may open the door ro the Altar as wide as they do thoſe 
tothe Church ; there being no Warrant in the Goſpel to hinder any (how wicked 
ſoever) from the ordinary (nay inſtitured) means of rheir Converſion. 

Tim. Well, admit the lenſe of the Church be as you would have ir, that the 
Sacrament was not inſtituted for a Converting Ordinance; what would you be at 
now * 

Tit. At what 1 was before, viz. That you. do not do marvellous well to ſub- 
ſcribe the Articles ex animo to be according to the Word of God, and then preach 
contrary to them. And, ſecondly, That this being granced, that the Sacra- 
ment was not inſtituted as a Converting Ordinance (to work Faith, bur rather 
to confirm it) I cannot commend you for —_— all promiſcuouſly to receive 
it, only becauſe they are Sixteen years old, before you have any aſſurance or ho 
of their being converted, or brought to a lively Faith in Chriſt Jeſus; which the 
Article tells you is a very neceſlary Qyalification.in all Communicants, and that 
without it they hazard the eating to, their own Condemnation. 

Tim. I ſhall not proceed ſo ſtrictly according” to that Canon for the future ; 
for I ſee few of my Brethren do. | 

Tit. No, if all the Miniſters in the Church of England were inſpired with your 
zealous Spirit in this reſpet, the Preſeatments at the Eccleſiaſtical Courts might 
for numbers vie with the late Petitioners to His Majeſty, and we will give you 
all the Addreſlers too into the bargain. 


Tim. | believe you may; for doubtleſs they are a vaſt number. 
Tit. Conſider but ſome Pariſhes in and abouc the City of London, in which 


there are ſo many thouſand at that age and upwards, that to take a perſonal and 
particular acconnt of them, and draw up his Preſentment, would be work 


cnough for the Miniſter from one Eaſter to another. 
Tim, | think he would not have much time for his Study or Miniſterial Of- 


fices. 

Tit. And1 think he wou'd have but little thanks for his pains, either from his 
Pariſhioners or Dioceſan; for ſuch Proceedings would gender Confuſion. And 
I think Viſiting the Sick; Catechiſing the Yourh, and ſnforming the Ignorant, 
would be a better improving of Time, and a greater Service to our Church, 
than drawing up and making ſuch Preſentments- And when we mult be doing, 
let us preſent the Debauched and Prophane,-the Scandalous and notorious Of- 
fenders againſt the Moral Law of God, rather than the ignorant Offenders 


againſt that Law of Man. : 
Tim. Well, now you talk of improving Time, pray let us improve oyrs, and 


proceed ; we have been long enough here already. 
Tit. 1 would not weary, nor over-long detain you; for 1 know you fit upon 


Thorns: therefore go on. 


ART. 


Vid, Saul and 
Samuel, p. 22, 


; pocrite. 


[32] 
ART. 31. 


Tim.7he Offering of Chriſt once made,zs that perfett Redemption, Propitia- 
tion, and Satisfattion for all the Sins of the whole World, both Original 
and Attual, and there is none other Satisfattion for Sin, but that alone. 
Wherefore the Sacrifices of Maſſes, in the which it was commonly ſaid, that 
the Prieſt did offer Chriſt for the quick and the dead, to have Remiſion of 


Pain or Guilt, were blaſphemous Fables and dangerous Deceits. 


Tit. This Article deſtroys the very bulk and life of all the Romiſr Religion, 
namely, the Sacrifice of the Maſs. *Tis this that promotes the Adoring of the 
Creature, Purgarory, and Prayer for the Dead, and all thoſe Papal Stratagems 
whereby his Holineſſes Coffers are cramm*d, andthe Pomp and Grandeur of his 
whole Body Eccleſiaſtick is ſupported and maintained. Take away this, and 
their Religion dwindles into nothing; the Prieſts and Jeſuits might cobble Shoes 
in reality to ger Bread, as they ſometimes have done here and elſewhere to cover 
their intended Villanies: yea, the Pope himſelf would become as poor as his 
(pretended) Predecefſor St. Peter. Well, this gainful and admired Device doth 
our Church rightly explode, as a blaſphemons Fable, and dangerous Dee, 

Tim. And doubtleſs ſuch it is, and no better. 

Tit. Then whatever Prieſt ſhall ſubſcribe to this Article, and afterwards life 
up his bands to this Romiſh Babel, (without great Repentance) is a damned Hy- 


Tim. And curſed beyond the Power of the Popes Abſolution” or Benedi- 
tion. 
' Tir. TIamglad to find you ſo firm in this, and hope you will prove fo as to the 
next, which thwarts another Doctrine of the Romaniſts. | 


Tim. What is that ? 
Tit. Read it, and you will be ſatisfied. 


ART, 32. 


Tim. Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, are not commanded by Gods Law, 


either to vow the Eſtate of Single life, or to abſtain from Marriage : There- 
fore it 1s lawful for them, as for all other Chriſtian Men, to marry at their 


own diſcretion, as they ſhall judge the ſame to ſerve better to Godlineſs. 


Tit. Now yon perceive whereto the Article tends ? 
Tim. Yes, to reprehend the Doctrine of the .Papiſts, which forbids Pricſts 


to marry. EY 
Tit. And 1 am ſure our Church is ia the right here, having the Scripture on her 


ſide. | 
Time She hath ſo ; but ſhe doth not ſay that Prieſts by the Word of God are 
bound to marry, or bound not to marry z but. they mey or may not, as in pru- 
dence or diſcretion they ſhall think fir. 

Tit. And as the ſame ſhall ſerve better ts Godlineſs; pray put that in too. 

Tim. . Admit I do, yetl1 think *tis as great prudence in Prieſts (and as con- 
ducive to Godlineſs, not to ſay more) to live unmarricd, as married. 

Tit. In good time : Then here you prcier the Prudence of the Church of Rome 
to thisof our Church. You would have Gone well to have read this Article before 
you had ſubſcribed jr. 

Tim, You will give me leave to ſpeak my thoughts. 

Tit. Mc? freely, good Tim. 1 know you are a fingle Perſon yet ; but have 
yon vr ++! 1413 petual Chaſtity (as the Papilts call it)? .. 


2k tiuth, | have reſolved it. 
Tit. And 


UM 


(33) 
Tit. And if you do but believe as the Church of Rome believes in this 
Point too, no doubt but your Reſolution or Vow will marvellouſly promote 


Godlineſs. 

Tim. How is that ? | 

Tit. That nothing can break or violate that Vow but Marriage. 

Tim. | don't underſtand your meaning. | 

Tir. The meaning is, a Prieſt having vowed Chaſtity, may if he will, and 
as oft as he will, frequent the publick Stews, or keep Concubines or Whores, 
yet bea very chaſt and honeſt Man. If a Prieſt keep an Whore at Board atid at 
Bed, and ule her conſtantly as if ſhe were his Wife, be is not therefore Irregu- 
lar : but if he marry her, or an honeſter Woman, all the World ca EX- 
cuſe him ; tor though ſuch Whoredom never diſables a Prieſt, yet chaſte Mar- 
riage utterly ſpoils him. Now doth not this tend mightily to Godlinefs? ' Yea, 
they make Whoredom ſo ſmall a matter in a Religious Man, that they tell us 3 
For a Monk or aFriar to lay aſide his Habit, is a Crime by which he Ex. 
communication ; but if he lay aſide his Habit that he may commit Fornication 
the more expeditely , without the Incumbrances which. his Mohkiſh Weeds 


- 


' would give him in the Af, they declare him upon that account was 
4n 


Cenſure. And ſo common is this Vice among them; that Caſſander 
rate Papiſt) ſaith, There is ſcarce an hundced amongſt all their Pti 


abſtain from Women. Popiſh Cclebacy therefore is a great promoter of Pic- 
ty, is it not ? BT” ft, 
”P im. *Tis but ſome few that are ſo wicked. a | | 
Tis. 'Tis a Leproſie that runs from to Foot in the Eccleſiaſtical Romiſh 
Body. The very Popes themſelves (as Holy and Infallible as they are) have 
generally had a Finger in, the- Pye z as. it were calle, to. ſhew , if time, would 
permit : but for brevity ſake,” read but a W. $ Sentences written of 
Boll: Phncryy of Pope Zaw/\the 


ſome of them, and then give. me your 
Second, 


Anxia teſticulos Pauli xe Roma reguirass ' 
Filia huic nata eft, hace decet efſe marem; 


Of Pope /nnocent the Eighth. 


Bis quatuor nocens genuit puellules, 


Totidem ſed & nocens genuit puelulas. © 
O Roma, poſs hunc merits dicere Patrem. 


Of Pope Alexander the Sixth, 


Non ſpado Alexander fuerat, Lucretia nempe 


[llius Conjux, nata, nuruſque fuit. ; 
p 


And of the Prieſts in general, one wittily writes, 


Multi wos ſanflos, multi vos dicere Patres 
Gandent, & vohis nomina tanta placent : 
Aft ego os ſanitos non poſſum dicere ; Patres 

Poſſum, cum natos vos genuiſſe ſciam. 


What think' you now of the Prudence of the Church of Rome , in forbidding 
Marriage, and allowing and praCtiſing Wy [s it — _ 
iſdo 


In the Exhor- 
tation after 
Marriage. 


(34) 


Wiſdom and Piety of ovr Church, which alloweth'and encourageth Marriage 


Town:Bull, -  , _. O63: Fre0: 
Tim, Net we do. rfot read that many of the"Apoſtles were married. 


Tits Yo ; that. they, made uſz. of, the Romiſh Remedy allowed to Prieſts 
unmargicd. ; | | | 
Tin. God forhid. any, ſhould think fo ; they Were' holy Men. 

F .. And Men 40, perpetual Travels, to publif the Goſpel 'ro'all Nations, 
and- under fore 4nd continu3l Perſecutions. Bur'if 'not many, yet if any of 
ther ;togk upon them the holy and honourable Eſtate of Matrimony , thag 
is ſuſie to juſtifie this Article of our. Church,” encouraging her Clergy to 

> ſame. - Bug St. Perer himſelf was ( faith. our Church) a [married Man : 
And how the. Popes come to lay claim, to more Prudence, Continency, and 
Holipeſs, than was in their ( pretended ) Predeceffor, | am to learn; ſtead- 
lb jeving none of ther ever had ſuch Meaſures of the Spirit of Purity 
and, lt aſibility Þ be was endowed with.-—— And I'do farther believe, that 
the Jicentious Practices 'of the Romiſh Prieſts and Jelfvits of this kind (ſuita- 
ble to their Principles ) hath'been a great means'of* promoting Debauchery 
to ſo high a degree amongſt vs. For,if a Prieſt may keep a Whore, why 
may. net; a, Nobleman or a Genzlerman'do the like ?' Nay , ſome' of our Lay- 
Hettors S not ſtick to ayer , that, it is more b aſurable, more prudent, 
(and. ax, lawful )., to brep a Conrtifacn than a Wife: And others chat are 
married, have by, thels. L 


, 


their Families, to maintain their Miſſes, 


away,.to, Licenti uſogſs, 6 to bN -amilies: | 
; And From" Rock ds &y Tearn” fueh” Goſpel, butfrom Rome and her Apents 


with us ? Yet we muſt believe theſe Men under an inviolable Vow of Cha- 
ſtity. 
Tim. In troth I am of :your mind:; therefore 1; refolve Cclebacy no farther 


than 1 find it conſiſtent, with true Chaſticy and Honeſty, ==. 
Tit. And while you can keep that Reſolution, I have nothing to ſay againſt 


it: For you may marry, or not marry, 2s your Prudence ſhall direct, and 
as it ſhall moſt promote atr holy and godly Life, ſaith eur Church, to whoſe 


Wiſdom in this I ſubſcribe. 

Tim. So ſhall I; for I think ſhe is in the right. 

Tit. 'Tis but newly come on. you then ; for but juſt now you thought ſhe 
was in the wrong, and. the Church of Rome was in the right. 


Tim. But I ſee my Errour. . 
Tit. *Tis well; amend it too, and I am ſatisfied : but had you perſiſted in 


it, I would have read the next Article to you my elf, to let you ſee what 
Puniſhment you deſerved : But now you may proceed to it, as you haye to 


them before. 
S_ To 


Tim. That Perſon which. by open denunciation of the Church is right- 
by cut off from the Unity of the Church, and Excommunicated, ought to 
be taken of the whole multitude of the Faithful as an Heathen and Pub- 
lican, until he be openly reconciled by Penance , and received into the 


Church by a Judge that hath Authority thereunto. 
Tit, 


oftrip of Demons been ſo'perverted- and drawn. 


(539%) 
"Tit. Methinks I tremble atthe-very heating of this'Word Extommunieation. © It catiying if 
it the moſt ſevere and utmoſt pan theviſble Charcti cah-inflit upord anjOttender.- 's 
Tim. What think you of ſufpei ab officis &Þtmifitio, or depoſition ?.'1 1-21 11 1 
Tit. 1 look upon them as great Puniſhments, and fuch as the Church may andought uport 
juſt occaſion, to inflift..—--Bur this;------Take him Goaler, nay'take him Dovil;' alf other are 
Fleabites to this.----- þK0O'4 1404 7-t ogtar 18518 S 
Tim. As (evereahdſharpas*ris, T wiſh it were-more in uſe thawtis- | 7 1 
Tit. Not roo brisk with your Bulls, *ris dangerous to play with edg tools. It hath been too 
common, to the great reproach and'injury of our Church , when at the command of a paſ. 
ſionate Commitlary, the timorous Prieſt hath delivered over ſeveral to Satan, for not anſiver- 
ing\immediately'torkeir names, though''in Conrrar the ſame-rime.. - And the fauk lying ra- 
ther:m the voice of the Apparitor-than any obſtinacy in them» 4 @ hes 
Zim. A light Offence truly. 9) UID BIRT 23 LABOR 13002 () ian | 
Tit. 'But anheavy Sentence, and not to be takemoff-neithex; withour paying their Fees, as 
if chat were the marter chiefly deſigned % ka 0 ob Wo gre WO 
Fm. Had I betn'the Priztt, I\hould have pauſtdia lirtle,ereÞhad pronounced Sentence. 
-- Tit: And any 6ne elſe, *who Gonfiders, to-whotn &t belongs wExtommunicare; \'who'are to/ 
be Excommunucated, for what cauſes, andthe nature and end of Excommiunicativh..—. * © 
Tir. Pray for my fatisfaction,"witl you\ſpeak\a lie co rtheBparticutars, forit'am taken 
5y PEEL Ed) } 3a 


) 


With them much? | TEORET INS (IO DUGIBHAD ET 39% © 1 
Tins. 1 ſhall, and ag briefly and fully ag] can, Zx'ſubho ,-2=Vay”tis tob&confered, 

1.” To whom it belongs to Excomnmunicategnd here 1 find the Commiſſionigiven ts the DIL 
Ciples of Chrift, Matth. 18.17. whom no lay.C ex, ry Commutiary can repreſent, nor 
any but ſuch as axe in holy Orders, 'as Biſhops, rieits, * &c. Andas the Contittution of our 
Church is, I think Biſhops only '( who are in chief Authoriey)cantExcomiiianicato;\ ard are 
the'fiteſt Judges when and where that a Coniuiliary'*s Sencence isro be-patſed;Ftwngh ore 
Chancellours in'oay-ardinary-Courts:rake upon them! to" be: Judges) rand: todire® and cone 
mand rhe Priefthood'in this caſe." Which co allaw,. is \neither nor wot(s; \then'ro give the 
Government of cur Church into Lay-hands---—a thing which we decry*d in the Presbyterians. 
| 2. For thoſe that are liable. o this Cenſurez they muſt be mpxe than ordinary Criminals, 

this Cenſure is not to paſs upon*corminon und Kfvial* tations; \thar makes it contemprible. 
And I find there are three ſorts of men Excommunicable by Scripture rule. Firit, Such as 
pervert the ſound DoCtrine of Truth, as did Hy#rvjeus ahd Helhd6#3't 7527 fe. Ip. 'Secand- 
ly, Such as are defiled with notorious wickedneſs, as th&ihcelt@os&PetfGivad Gerinrk, 1 Cor. 
5. 1, 5. Thirdly, Such av obſtinarely perfift it rheir Crimes afOffthces, attt K-Uoble ad- 
monition (or treble rather ) privately by himſelf, after that bift#Pvo or three” "and" that fails, 
then openly before the Church, and if he will not bet th&ChH+b; Yew Ui Baws be 13''þ 2s an Hea- 
then man,or a Publican,Matth. 18.15,16,17. Where our Saviour pliinty teachah UBhit as this 
muſt be the laſt remedy,ſo he would have his Diſciples (and thoſe that ſuc The ) proceed 
to it with all caution and care, endeavouring firit-by4 rhe ting to 4th the |&ffender to 
Repentance. Would -to Godfalt our Excommunic otis were/utways for fic" tNes, and 
proceeded with ſuch Cautions and Endeavonrs:.-ftwealkt render both th&Sentettce tore for- 
midable, and our Church more honourable. © iob-rtti 10 Lt 

Tim. I amfully of your mind, for I perceive 'tis a thing '6fvAdght 


Ld 
*» £ 


Tit. 3.That isthe next particular, the Sentence it (elf, Excormmifhication cat ns lefs in it 


% y ® 
* 


11 310 £61 


than the Apoſtles, mg 2 my £2794 1 Cor. 5. F- and't'F5ns't .1#8/-4Gelive fan. Or fy 

it is a depriving the-Offender of thoſe: aily means, -Which- ChtMianity affore ddlinarily = 
uſeth, to eject Satan and the power of his Kingdot#w out "oP the heart.” 'S & x. The grvens; 
Prayers of the Church. 2. The publick uſe of the Word and PoRtine'of C ( for 7 prom no. 
he that is under Cerem nec decet, nec decetur, fays the Few JAAdUrthe itn Þ or.5 


Church, they that upon Repentance were received in again, were fif{tatuon the 9/4-o 01, 
hearers in the Porch. 3. The Satrament of the Lords Supper. Now zett 
tence as this, which deprives a man of all the Ordinances of Gee; -and deli 
to the Devil, is not to be palled againſt a profeſſing Chriſtian out of pet and lymor., upon 
light and trivial occaſions, but for qi Canſes;2a With*grearef de erp endery 


tion, -andfor right Ends ; not forrreverige of GY hew- df, on! 
Power, But to:keepthe Church plrs by: critting off cofrapt AR ha T: Feglam th ob.” 
ſtinateand impenitent by this means, when all other proves ineiteCtual:"' Thy" yo" Ter Ex-* 
communication (though 'an heavy Cenſt?ey 4s@Gfpel Inffirnition;''#hd Ie Ai high . 
and excellent-ends, and is 4 proper | medism-rothoſt ends; where Wctabote” And Him * 
K 10139105) 4} 115007 dE HAD 


- 
. 


(36,) 
(nook fay, ris better uſed in,our Church ay this Re, thenjt-,was ſome Years paſt. Which | 
pe wil make it more valuable rhan it hath been. penis, men heretofore being fo far from 
Ang it asa puniſhmene,' that they (ought! it-as a priyiledge, as it excluded them from our 


ChurCh.-- 
Tim. You have given a ful anſwer tq my requeſt, and great farisfaction ro my mind iri 


this matter, which I never before fo well contidered. 
Tit. I am glad I can.gratifie you i any Rs. Proceed, for it gerowslate. 


Tim. L will 4 1 


It is not FS "I that Trakiios and Candela be in all places one, or utterly alike ; for at all 
times they have been divers, and may be changid. according to the druerſity of Countreys, Fimes; 
and mens: Manners, 'ſo that nothing be ordained againſt Gods Word. Whoſoever through b;s private 
judgment, willingly apd purpoſely-doth openty- break the Traditions and Ceremonies of the C *hurch, 
which be not repugnant to the Word of God, and be ordained and approved by common Authority, 
ought to be yebuked openly,'\(_ thier others may fear to 'doe the like |) as he that offendeth againſ# the 
Common Order: of the Charch; bnd burteth the Authority of the Magiftrate, and woundeth the ton- 


ſciences. of therwregk Brethren 


| Every Particular or National Church, bath Autherity to otlain, change, and aboliſh Ehtemniice, 


or Rites of the Church, ordained only by mans Authority, ſo that all things be done to edifying. 
Tit., F need notagh yorr thpughts, of this, having had your opmion of the 2cth. Arriele, 
not much aaa a from this. -- $o that you may read Run NEXT. . 


In - 21340 'S no, ARTICLE, 35- 


* Tim:The Send Beok of Hommiliesghe ſeveral Titles whereof we bave FR under thi Artidle,doth 
contain: s LOne 2wholſome Dothrine, apd nimfjary for theſe times, as doth the; farmer Book of Hi-' 
milies, 'wbich-wtre ſet. fort - ane rut Edward the 6th-and: therefore we. juds them to be read in' 
Ghurotes by - \ #i en <fntty, that ”y way. be yrs "of ſe People. | 


{tl ilovahl OW ( 


The, Se, oF the Honlies | 


| «Of the rig 66 .of the Church... 


2 4 | 
; Ji! Ny of repairing oe keeping «4 of Churches. 
' .. 4, Of good works, . firſt of Faſting. . 
_ - 5. Againſt Gluttony and Deynkemek... 
} & [Againſt excels of, Apparel. 
[$27 Ot Prayes: | 
br Sb! the place and time of Prayer. , 
| 3. hat Common Prayer and $craments ought to be minted ina known Tongue, 
{ 29 1X the reverens eſtimation of Gods Werd. | 
Ti f Alms-doing. 
12 Of the Nativicy pf Chxilt, 
3.0f Fallon y Chriſt, 
x4 Of hs Kt 10n of Chriſt., 


. 
1] 
oh 


" 


2x Api Revelinn) i 


Tir Theſe Homilies I fuppaſe you are well acquainted with þ5:1d 2a | 

7m. Truly-no, I don't know thag ever I-faw chem; 1 remember that ſore of ous Rubricks 
ſometimes . appoint (if there be no Seaman Þ an Homily: ſhall be read, bur underſtand not 
what is meant by Ho 

Tit. It had not been amiſs. you had infoxmed your underſtanding betrer, before you ſab- 
ſcribed, becauſe of the high Commendation: the-Article - gives of them, which you confent 
to examine, by your ſubſcriprion, 

Tim. 


(i993 * 


Tim. True, the Artide tairh they-contain godly and wholſeme Dofrine, and do they vot-? 

Tir. That queition comes. a little too late trom you, yet I anſfiver, they do. The Books 
bf Homihes are (1may call them Sermons) or Methodical Writings, compoſed on ſundry ne- 
cellary Subjects (as you ſee here ) by godly. and ſober men, and were of good ute (:z rhe/e 
times) faith the Article, being read diitindtly to the People. | : | 

Tim. But. why were they Compoſed ? | 

Tit. For the benefit of the Clergy, few of whom were able to Preach (ix 5boſe times) or 
doe any more than Read. 

Tim. How long ago was it, or in what times were they Compoted ? 

Tir. The Article rells you,one Book was in Edward the 6ths time, the other about 1604. 

Tim. But why are they in uſe ſtill, what are they berter Sermons, thanare uſually Preach- 

ed in theſe times ? | 

Tit. 1 think not, but far ſhort of what many of our Reverend and Learned Clergy Preach 
weekly.. . Therefore they- are rarely . enjoyned now, but with this Provo, if there be no 
Sermon. Whereby our Church faith no more than this, better an Homily than nothing. 
And I think our Governours in the Church ſhew their wiſdom in not requiring the conttart 
uſe of them... For though (as'tis ſaid, here) they contain wholſome Doctrine , yt they are 
not ſo ſuitable.in theſe times, as in thoſe wherein they were framed. Honeſt B. Lattimer's Ser. 
mons contain in them wholſome Doftrines; yet if one .of them ſhould be read in "our 
Churches, it would rather be marter of Ridicle than Edification ro moſt of the Hearers. 

- Tims. It is very true, for moſt Perſons ftand aftected ro their Sermons, as they do to their 

Garments, nothing will pleaſe them but the, neweſt Faſhion------ | 

Tit. And.,1 can aflere you,that's no good. humor,for Truthis the fame in any dreſs; thongh 
[ confeſs old Truths in a new drefs, look ſamewhar better than new Truths in an old one.----. 
Bur I admire you never faw the Homilies, ſince the Canon requires every Pariſh ſhonld 


have them. 
Tim, Thexe you bave them.? | | 
Tir. Yes, 1 cauſed my Church-Wardens to buy them, and have diligently peruſed them, 
and my adryice. is, you doe the ſame : they-are worth your reading, if it be bur tor this reafon, 
becauſe you have approved them by ſubſcription to this Article—-- 
Tim. As you fay, upon that conſideration, I may doe it, when I can light on them, but I : 
ſhall not be at the coſt to purchaſe them my ſelf. ——- ' ; 
Tit. As you pleaſe for that, bu: I hope you will read the next Article, which will be no 
Charge tO YOu !=-——-- al 
| De A RIIGEE- 365 
. The Book 6 ecration of Archbiſheps and. Biſhops, and Ordering of Prieſts and Deacons, late! 
fer forth in of Gol of 4 the bor and nope, in af way 3h by THAW of Aran, 
doth contain all. things neceſſary to ſuch Conſecration and Ordering : neither bath it any thing that of 
- ſelf 7 ittous and ungodly... And rhexefore wheſoever are Conſecrated ongOrdered according to 
the Rites of t 


at Book, ſince the ſecond Year of the aforenamed King Edward, unto thus time, 
hereafter ſhall be Conſecrated or Ordered according to the ſame Rites, we decree all juch to be right!y, 
orderly, and lawfully Conſecrated and Ordered. . . | : 
Tit. This Article you and I, and every Minifter of the Church mult heartily own, elle he 
muſt difialtow of his own Orders. Therefore we need ſpend notume here; nor much abour 


What follows. 
ARTICLE: 37.: 


The Queens Moreh hath the. chief Power in this Realm of England, and other ber Dominions, 
unto whom * the chief Government of all Eftates of this Realm , whether they be Eccleſiaſtical or 
Civil, in all Cauſes dath appertain,, and is not, .nor ought to be ſubje# to any Forreign Furi/difion. 
IWhere 2we attribute to the Pueens Majeſty the chi Come be ens Titles we underſtand 
the minds of ſome ſlanderous folks to be offended : we give not to our Princes the miniſtring either of 
Gods Word,: or of (the Sacraments, the which thing the Injun{tions' alſo lately ſet forth by Elizabeth 
our Queen do moſt plainly teſtifie : but _ onely bom ogg hich we ſee to have. been given al- 
ways t0 all godly Princes in boly Scriptures by .God himſelf, tha is, / that they (bantd rule 4 s 
and [1 bing ax hiding to NT oE by G - , whether they Paget tx po py a 
Strain with the ;Givil Sword the. & 4c and evil dyers. if [e:rf-5; 1 X | 
The Biſhop of Rome hath no furiſdiftion in this Realm of England. . 
- | Tlie 


(38) 

The Laws of the Realm may puriſh Chriſtian men with death for hanicus ar grievens Offences. 

It is lawful for Chriſtian men, at the Commandment of the Moyiſtrate , To wear weapons , and 
ſerve in the Wars. 

Tit. No man can refnſe to ſubſcribe this Article, thar barh taken the Oath of Allegiance 
and Supremacy, as I know you have. 

Tim. Yet (if I miltake not) this is one of the chree Auicles. the Dilienters, would expunge 
from the thirty nine, and I wonder for what canſe ? 

Tir. Pecauſe it makes the King SUpream 1 in and over all perſons and things Eccleſiaſtical 
as well as Civil, which moſt of Ditenters chought was no better than to make him a Pope. 
Yet ſome of them I think have better conſidered ir fince, for they have lately taken rhe Oath 
of Supremacy ; and I know not (if underſtood aright) how any man can refaſe* it, that ,is 
not a Papult. ; | 

Tim. Then this Article may ſtand now as it. is? 

Tit. Yes, and with approbation tco, no doubt : for. ſwearing'is' every whit as bad as ſitb- 
{cribing, and he that will doe the one,cannot reaſonably refuſe the other.------ 

Tim. Byt do they ſwear, as we ſubſcribe, ex'animo ? 

T:t. Who can fay that? l hope they do ; ; being great pretenders to Conſtiende KF ſincerity. 

ut their Practice will be the beſt indication of rhis » Which (twould gladly ET, wilt 
prove anliverable to the!r Oath and Obligation by 1t.----- 

Tim. I wiſh intereſt and deſigns be not at the bottom ; 1 ſuſpet them really. wn 

Ti:. *:1stime and Parience muſt give you RIG, wherher w lo or. not, and that's all 
the anfwer can be given at preſent ------ 

Tim. You fay well, and for this reaſon I ſhall watch their water. And if Ay dor't act, 
and walk according to the Eccleftaſtical Laws, to'which they have now obliged and lubjected 
themſelves, rhey ſhall hear of ir on both ears. 

Tit. And'1 think it is not amiſs to remind you, that you walk and act according ro your 
Oaths 0d Obligations, leaſt your reprehenſions of ghem be rerurned with -——he Devil re- 
bukes 

7 im: Thope I ſhall give them no cauſe for fiich Repartees, having' nowa better” nnderſtand-; 
ing of things chan I had.” And oy ROPUIOS being bertered, Freuſt my practice ſhall be an? 
ſwerable. 

Tit. Well reſoly ed,, ti$ the beſt way (ith the A poſtle) by wel deing , to ; gut fo mo ights 
rant and fooliſh men. 

Tim. In troth, more Knaves than Fools, 1doubt. a5 

Tit. Judge Charitably (Tim.) and as becomes a Chriſtian, thidk the beſt, abt you ſee juſt 
ground to alter your opinion. And ler the conſideration of your own infirmiries, make 
you bear the more with your Brethrens. 

Tim. Nay, for Love and Charity, Ibeheve there is not much loſt hetween then for ming 
would ſerve me to ſee them ſibdued, and theirs to ſee the Church deſtroyed. 

Tit. I perceive by your eyes, your Choler begins to'riſe in. yotif Stomach, and 'rherefore- 
we mult leave this and proceed to the next Article, and fo to a cloſe in a few words. | 

Tim. Why, have we ſo near done? | 

Tit. Yes, there is bur two more, and they not long neither. 

Tim. 1 am gladof it, for I am almoſt weary. . 

Tit. But I hope you dort repent of your paitis' Fe” 

Tm. No, no, Ple--roceed. 


fi) 


., \ k 


ARTICLE. 38. 


Tie Riches and Goods of Chriſtians are not common, as ronching the Right, Tithe; and Poſſeſſion 
o* rhe ſame, as certais Anabapriſts do falſly boaft. Netwithſtanding, every man ang 0 ſuch | 
things as he poſſeſſeth, liberally to-gizvve Alms to the " was 5 { bd ahlny. 

Tit. You areno Lee, are you Tim ? 

Tim. No. wana ?% | 

Tit. Nor as you believe and hold that Domiicn and Rig, as ro worldly Riches and ' 
Poiiefſions is founded in Crace ? 

Tim. No more than | do a Werlt m the Moon, | or that Dy; Q. \harh' a right ro the. Arch-Bi- | 
ſhoprick of Canterbury. 

Tit. But you believeand reach, Tha# all Chriſtians ovoghr tobe Chariable art Rich in good Y 
Works, and i hope you are ſo'your (elf ? 

Tim 


UM 


/ 
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Tim. Yes, I fo teach, and do according to-19y abi.ity for I ath fot! 1ghorant of 
the vine Commands to this i2uty, the many . gracious pramies made.to tho thit 
doe 1, and ſevere threatnings breathed forth'againtt, choſe that negleCt it.---- | 

Tt. Then I perceive you are found as roghis Article, Read che lalt. + 

ARTICLE 3g. 
| p ; 

Tim. As we confe's vain and raſh Swearing i frbidden Chriſtian men by cur L:yd 
. Teſus Chriſt and Jamcs his Apoſtle : So we judg that Chriſtian Religion doth 9 prohibit, 
out that a man may Swear when the Magiſtrate requireth, m a Canle of Fauh ard Chari, 
ſo it be Arne according tothe Ircphets Teachmg, in fuſtice, Tudgment, and Truth. 

Tit. ihe ſumme of this lait zriicle is this : That vain and reth Oeths are unchriftian, ' 
and forbidden bythe Goſpel. And that a latvful OCach { by the fame werd') may+ be 
given. and taken in Juſtice, Judgment and Truth. Cr when we are, lawtully called 
to it by a lawful Magiſtrate. Now tonching the former, ſgmeare too forward, and zs 
to the latrer, ' fome too backward. - And all char Eſhall fay here ( having ſpoken tome- 
wharto you of this nature elready ) 1s this, I hearnily with; that as foine 'Litenters 
trom our Church may juſtly be charged-for Swearing - tco little ; fo that they could 
not asjuitly charge many of our Church with Swearing t00 MUCh.----——: ,, 


Tim. | wiſh ſo too, the Lord grant it, ; mh ol 
Tit. Sure 1 am that becauſe of Oaths, ſuch as this Article. forbids, &c.  qur Land 


mourns, I pray God therefore, that all Chrittians ( Miniſters-eſpecially, ) may leern ' 
-of the Prophet David, to ſet a watch upon the door of their Lips, that they'may not 
( inthis kind above all)' at any time ottend withtheic Tongues. , | 


Tim. Amen. "* SV I7 
Tit. Now you have heard this ſhort account of the Articles of our Church, which 
you have ſubſcribed, give: me your ſerions.thoughts of them. ——- | 
\" Tim. In brief, and fincerely (as I ſubſcribed chem ) Lam\convinced. chey are 
foundand good. . That thoſe Miniſters who deviate fromthem, in Doctrive or Practice 


| (as1 and many. more have done. God forgwe both me and them) are greatly, to blame, 


and jultly deſerve to be cenſar'd for it,*by the Governoursof our Church. - And that 
ſuch as hold them firm and inviolable , Preaching and Living according to. them, are 
not only (in regard of their ſib({cription) the'moit Conſcientious Perſon, but mult needs 
be alſo the Trueit Friends to-0uri Church, and ſtrongeſt Foes to Rome, and all other our 


Churches Enemies. W ;; {ere [ 9871; | 
Tit. God be thanked for this Conviction, and while-you are in this good-mind (with 


my Prayers to God that you may corginue ſo) I bid you'Farewel.--— 


x £3 I 


— 
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A Friendly.and Cordial Exercitation to my 
"Brethren in the Minitry.. Whoſe Lives  ; 
are -unbecoming therr Funttiom. © + 


Reverend Brethren, | | | 

Call Godand his Holy Angels to Witng(s, I have had.many fad and ſerious thoughys, 

for the Miſeryand Deſtractions of cor God . And can, truly. fay,the former duit-. 
courſe is the ette& and. reſult of ſuch thinking;,and how would my , heart rejoyce, 
and my ſadneſs be turned-into ſinging, nnghtþ canduce;any. thing, by what I Preach or- 
Write to her Settlement and Union? Bur, who, can hope this, till all her Sons ſhall ſpeak, 
and do the-fame things; Preaching according to, her Articles, and ating, and living an- 
ſiverable to her Preſcriptions, which are $ober,' Righteous, and Godly? Nevhing: giVeES, 
a greater-blow, and bane to Religion, thanithe diſcardsFand look. ves of her Profel:, 
ſors, and-much-more of. her Miruſters. If Pride and Covetouſneſs, if Envy and Ma- 


lice, if Slander and Cenſoriouſneb, if Diviſion and Uncharitablenefs, if Debauchery and, 
FT Loofneſs, 


(4 ) | 


Looſack, laok il-(and'are of illiConſequence) in-other. men, much mdrcin Muiiters, 


/ We are'notcalied rbe*Salf of the Earth /tscoprupt others; : Lights, rorwalk in Darkneſs , . 


Stewards,to-be Unfaithful/ ard Angels, to live like Devils. - We. canhot: bin at 40 eaſy a 
rate as other men, foras'odr-evil example@o more hurt than otherg. jour door. will 
be more dreadful, when we come to give up our account to our Lord Jeſus,- the Biſhop 
of- our Souls, 'and' of the Sonls conMmuned to dur frult, whom he hath redeemed by his 
Precious Bloud. It isnored among King Alphonſns ſayings , that a-great man cannar 
- commir a ſmall Sin. 1 may fy much mere that a learned'manand a Leacher ofiotherg 
. cannot commir-a fſmallSin, or at lea(t,-rharSin is -greac to him, which 4s finaller-in a. 


. nother.. "For we Sin-againit- more knowledg ;. andagainft more. lighvand means of | | 


- knowledg; there muſt needs therefore. be, more. wilfulads.in onr Sins 1 we: Sin, ris 
', becauſe we will Sin.- Yea-our Sins miſt needs have: mage Hypoonim intherh, than o- 
Þ.ther mers, by how much-the more weave ſpoke agairiit em... 0 whit an hainons 
thing isit in uv”, to ſtudyſhow' to diſgrace Sits rhe-utmoſt, by izrting forti: the Authoe, 
"Nature; and 'danger of Sin, thereby to makeiras/frightful andigdious to our Peopleas 
- we can; ard when we have done tolive/nit, | arid ſetret/pcherith rat, winch we openly 
- diferace? To cry it down (in others-/and, keep it{up inour-delves,”/in aur own Hearts 
and Lives? To call it/publickly all'to naught (beatly Drankenne(s,” hellſh:Swearing, 


damried Coveronthe(s,Body and Sonl-deſtraying: Whoredom;efcc,). and yet rake our ' 


 Bedfellow and Companion ; what vile Hypocniy is this+:18 not: thts:t0 bind heavy Bur. 
'  /rhens for others, 'and not to trtchithems guir ſelves with afinger? what can you ſay to 
: thisin the day'of Judgmeati?:Bid) you'rnk itil of Sin,”as you ſpake;-or did you not? 
{If you did not; why did yourditiemble ?-4f you did; why: w you. keepand. commir 


it ? if Sin be evil, why doyoy live in-it?//if it/be nor, do you diſfwade men from it? ' 


if it be really dangerous, how dare you venture on it ? if it be nor, why". you 'tell 


:men ſo'?-if Gods threatnings betrue; whydo:ye:nct telrirhem! ? it.they be Gale why © 


do you trouble Men needleſly-with thetn;and iputthery imo:ſuch frights: withoor 

Ds you nitrogen: that _w- commit! ack #hings are  wontby i of : Death, 
nd wil jou ts { O my Erethren'yer Jet nev-any of ns who. the Name of Chriſts 
ÞArabatfadots,- bear the Badge of a mi emblice Ptariſte, [7 hey: ſay, but: doinct. 

5 Our Sins have more perhdiomhe(s in chemnthiin octhey Mens » We have mort engaged 
'our delves aSairift Sin. Beſides A1ll our” cotamoen Engagements; as: Chaftiars, we fave 
mnany' more'as Mmifters, How oft, andthaw earneftly[(brGods fake; Religions hy 
_ und their owwri-S6uls fake) have we called others fronyit; how aft have we declared, 


Terrors of the Lord againſt it? All theſe did imply that we renounced 'our ſelves. | 


Every-Sertn6R9that we preacvagainlt it; every. privacs Exhottation and' Admonition, 

_ every Confeſſionofit ir the Congregation! iB'Y:renewedengagement uppous to'foritke 
'it. Every Child that we Baptize and receive into Covenant with Chriſt, eyery Admini- 
\. ſtrat Supper of ur. Lasd, .wuherein. we call upon IxepEnt.and for- 
fake Sin, to renew their Covenantwith God, and lead a new-Life, according to his 
Word, doth import our own renouncing of gin, World, , and the , Deyil, and our 
Engag mibjib/ecChrith aid Obligation.ta Hieyiecortibg'td. 
cnn and, enconrage Siny Ie Ts oe heſe Profel! eſtimonies of 
. our own. © whit FreathebyAnd-tic !.ro:make\ ſheh 4Gr againſt Sin 
inthe Pulpit, and yett@give.ze Countena aur. Praftice.? .Q'tas this promotes Athe- 

' mand Debauchery, He th "at caltsls © upon oar GAY, reflects great Diſ- 
honour upon Gog, and obſtrutts the Power and Prevalency of theGoſþel. Methinks 
if we are ſincere Chriſtians ( ro whom the Glory of God is dearer than their Liyes ) it 
muſt needs wound us to the Heart, to hear an; Pw and Ffuth of God reproadtied for 
our, ſakes. Toſee Men = nd ſay, There goes a coveronsPrieſt, a ſcan- 


*\ 


, ana ; Th 
ofnels,” that conderii'ttsby 16h, 
thret bear with meet Phinre® anc Zea? 

# $0041 . | Ze0 for the Cauſe of 
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Hoy Qtioh, in the F466 
lelfre. the Lord.” For if ons = 
continne nor in'ir), enffi 

odly Chriſtiane" roundabotirhirh, 
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Goa: "Argd. ſhall we. 
eſlions a 


ii 'For the WickeF and Mngodly (and. all 


K UM 


' 
73 j. 
vlir Evernics) cry-out, they are all alike : Their being o Wore cothman wich yp) 
- Men, than for the Faults and Crimes of one Pro (eſÞ if a Miniſter)” to res 


proach the: whe Farey- --—»- O rake heed therefore | nut * Name of Gad, 

of every Word au ſpeak, of every Stepyou tread; of every ARtion you do : For you 

"a, the ble he. Lord, you areentrulted with his Honour, and F tas you lerir fall 
nd-rrample it in, the Dit Lyon do God car find ont ways enough: ro wipe oft” all 

one be cat upon bur you. will -not fo-eaſfly. r 

i Shel bring uport your (elves. Rememhertherefore thae 'Decree'of Hea 

ven 


aith.the Lord.; -And. know thos much, that all our. Preaching and Perſuation others, 
1 pove brit; dieaming and trifling Hipoczely, till-we be thronghty wronght "upon to 
bieaccordngo the Word our ſelyes. __ that hath nor {o ftrorg a Lelit of = 


God, and the Life to come, as will t#ke 6tt his own Fea from the*\ 

KG, Werld, andizx.it upona.refolved Fae? calvation;” "ir; carnge be © Ke 
Hlac he wor fulin ſeeking the Salyation 1 of other Meri” ny >: far dares 
Sona ene, oagrs ler cfert plnejn the wy te Damnation, He wit lor" His 
hopes of Heax Sy cave ay TRI &hts, Tthink wilhardly 
leave theſe for de Hg 290 ſaving of others, oe, an may conceive, h ave 
bigle piry on others, that is willfully/cruelly. and thathi&is' not Bet 14a def 
With ri. Mens Soul hat is UpAbHfal ro his own, and will el to. the Devit for" the 
ed oft Pleaſures of Sin,” Ibeſeech yo hopekgs "as "the wellfare of 

our own Souls; and the Sou!s of orhers, as y kave the Citurch of God*ffotriſt, 


F: ds a leflened; and the 'Galpel of 0 our ever blefled Lotd rin" and be 


in the Gonver of Sinne and o the Liv and Converfations of his 
a ble you TENT Ld Dato ehem | 7% Le Ad "RY, No fer 
gn our Farber which w \nH 
ns would [oe only ro an outward, Tobey but"allo (as 
the means to oY = after an inward Renovatiorl we. a, have 
vitiousand corrupt Natures, which muſt be, fanctified and renewed, or we can never 
be faved : Prove your ſelves therefore whether you'be._ in the <a in Chriſt by a 
chrough Sandtification and'ſerious Repentance, or not. 'Take heed you be not void of 


thoſe-Graces of , Which" ou offer to orhers and excite to pray for and 
Zendeavour after. you not the Word: rs to pray ora 

ſelves being yer wnj , ſhould prove Caſtaways. ed i ther = Conde 
verſion, or work of true Grace, "umplys not only Tober and righteous Actions, but Ran- 
Ctified and renewed: AﬀeCtions.;\.not.onl blameleſs Lives, bur clean-and pure Hearts ; 
and you ſhall be able*tojudg of | : newed, * 
the outward Man Will be- 


there the 
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= are ,ne ro Salvation Now many Di 

nity to beop Texts houxrondghttS» 1 ph How ma- 

ny Dutiesto be done, wherein our ſelves ar acne! 3 , if _ig' the Manner, -.” 
End, Circumſtances and wi not well wary Sins to be a- 


voided, which wirhonr y der! ig and rr cnc ; a rungiber of 
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ove the Shame and 'Sorrow, * 
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"PA 72 Þþ | (42) | 
Fave Children to deal With rhat canioc underitind, as we lave dififatted Men: (in Opi- 
rituz 1s) to reaſon with, that,will baw! us down with rogucing Nonicnce: we have A. 
t1<tical Ferfons to Encounter, that deny Principles ; wilful and unreaMnable People, 
that when they are filenced are ncycr the more convinced,” and when they can give no 
eaion, will give you their Reſolution I 2iÞ met belizwue you; nr all the Preachers ' inthe 
IVerld in this, nor change my Mind, nor alter my Courſe, ſay what you wil. Like the Man 
{9.4 ge Salvianhad to deal with, that bcing reſolved to devour a poor Mary's Eftate, and being , 
Gube- cntreated by Salwan to forbear, told him, he could not grant his Requeſt, for he had 
nat. p, madea, Vow to take it ; 1o that the Preacher, Cc zra religufiim: ſctleris ratione, was fain 
133. to depart. Now whenl conſider all this {and much more incumbent ,upon us Mini- 
{jers, which is no Burden for a Childs Back) 1 cannor but break ont with the Holy A. 
poltle and fay, hat manner of Perſons ought we to be, in all Holy Converſation and Gedli- 
»f 2? Lord | What manner of Perſons ought we to be in all holy Refolurtons and Endea- 
vours for our great; indiſpenſable and weighty work ? Ler us therefore with Serionſneſs 
and holy Refolnatins, ſeparate our ſelves from the World, and devore aur ſelves with 
our Might to, God and the good of Souls, labouring both by onr forndneſs of Poftrine 
ard holinefs of Living, to add unto the Flock of Chriſt, thc Chnrch of God, ſich as ſha!l 
be faved.. And to approve our ſel-ves im the, ſight of all Men, tobe the Lights of the World, thy 
£Zmbaſſaders of Chriſt; a Choſen Generation and a Reyal Friefphood, ſieving orth the PraFiceg 
aud Vertues of bim, who, hath called us \ cout of Darkneſs mto bus marvelous Light. Which 
that we may all do, Iconclude with that excellent Prayer of our Church, pertinent to 


this-Exhortation. _ 
That it may pleaſe thee, O Lord, to illuminato all Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacoms, with true 
knowledg and underſtanding of thy Ward, and that both by cheit Preaching and Living 
they. may ſet it farth, andſhew it accordingly. ----- And let every one that wiſheth 
* _ well to Zion, lay, Amen. . vac ich | 
«i 
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